
It’s a no-man’s land all right. A place of blowing dirt, clinging mud and eye-stinging sand 
that even the bravest fear to enter.
 The frigid mountains of Afghanistan? The stifling deserts of Iraq? The 10-items-or-less 
line at your local grocery store?
 Nope. We’re talking about the underside of your combat or tactical vehicle.
 Like it or not, maintenance problems don’t always happen in the most accessible areas. 
And your vehicle’s underside counts as one of the least hospitable. Everything gets caked 
with dirt, sand and mud—all of which can end up in your eyes, mouth, down your shirt and 
in other places we probably shouldn’t mention.
 That’s why it pays to be prepared. Like a warrior preparing for battle, you need to 
properly equip yourself when venturing into these harsh work environments.
1. Safety goggles. A good pair of safety goggles will go a long way in keeping dirt and 
sand out of your eyes.
2. Clean cloth. A few pieces of clean cloth can really come in handy. You’ll breathe easier if 
you tie one around your mouth and nose. The other cloths come in handy for cleaning dirt 
and mud off the parts you need to work on. In some circumstances, you may even need 
to use a respirator.
3. Mechanic’s creeper. Sure, you can crawl or slide under your vehicle. But what happens if 
you forgot something or need a different tool? You don’t want to keep slithering in and 
out, so you’ll probably make do with what you have. That’s how good repair parts become 
busted repair parts. A good mechanic’s creeper, like NSN 4910-01-487-7902, will get you in 
and out quick and easy. And your uniform will stay a little cleaner, too.
 It still won’t make anyone’s list of the best places to work, but preparation can make 
venturing under your vehicle a lot less unpleasant.
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what’s goin’ on 
with jones?

he’s got 
some repair 
work to do 
under his 
vehicle.


