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 If you leave the boom up when the vehicle 
is parked, gravity drains the hydraulic fluid 
from the lift cylinders into its reservoir, leaving 
behind an air pocket. The next time the boom 
is lowered, the air pocket can let the boom fall 
suddenly. That spells doom for equipment or 
personnel that happen to be in the way!
 Follow the information in Item 14 of TM 9-
2350-256-10’s PMCS tables. Always keep the 
boom in the stowed (travel lock) position when 
it’s not in use.
 If the boom has been in the full-raised 
position for an extended period of time, follow 
the instructions on Page 2-142 of TM 9-2350-
256-10 to lower it.

M88A1 Recovery Vehicle…

Boom Salute
Spells Doom!

sure 
you’re in 
the army.

and so 
is your 

equipment.

but that 
doesn’t 
mean your 

m88a1 
should 

salute all 
the time.

hey, you know 
you can stop 
saluting any 

time now!

I’d love 
to, but 
my crew 
left me 
this way!


