
Operators…what’s the definition of a 
preventive maintenance program?
 The answer goes something like this: “A 
preventive maintenance program prevents 
breakdowns and failures through adjustment, 
repair or replacement of equipment before a 
major breakdown or failure occurs.”
 That’s a good textbook answer.
 Now, here’s another question: “Who’s the 
best person to know what condition your 
unit’s equipment is in?”
 The answer is simple.
 It’s you–the operator. You’re the closest 
person to the condition of your equipment. 
Think about that statement the next time 
you’re pulling PMCS on a vehicle.
 As an operator, you correct what you can, 
and report what you can’t fix. So…just give 
‘em the facts on the vehicle’s inspection 
worksheet. Don’t fudge it!
 Your CO uses this information to 
determine the unit’s vehicle readiness. That 
same info also determines which units are 
ready for important assignments. 

Call It Like You See It!
Sergeant,

is this vehicle 
good-to-go?

Make sure your 
report tells it 

like it is!

sir, I’ll 
find out.

is your 
truck 
ready?

well, 
sarge…

…the fan 
belt’s 
pretty 
frayed.


