A CHRISTMAS STORY
REVISITED
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THIS STORY TAKES PLACE IN
A TYPICAL MIPWEST HOME
IN A TYPICAL MIPWEST
NEIGHBORHOOP N 1939,

IN 1966, JEAN SHEPHERD

PUBLISHED A BOOK OF SHORT
STORIES ENTITLED, IN GOP WE
« TRUST, ALL OTHERS PAY CASH. IN
! . 1983 A COMPILATION FROM THAT
\ BOOK BECAME THE HIT HOLIDAY
MOVIE, A CHRISTMAS STORY.
WHERE DIP MR. SHEPHERD GET THE
/ IPEA FOR THIS DELIGHTFUL TALEZ
UNTIL NOW, IT WAS BELIEVED THAT
\ THE MAIN CHARACTER, RALPHIE,
WAS BASED ON HIMSELF
: AS A CHLLD.
g :
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BUT A RECENTLY DISCOVEREPD FIRST PRAFT
OF THE STORY FOUNDP IN A HERMETICALLY
SEALED OFFICIAL NFL FOOTBALL BOX
UNDPER A PORCH IN HAMMOND, INPIANA,
REVEALS ANOT7HER ORIGIN.

IT SEEMS THAT MR. SHEPHERD WAS WRITING

ABOUT HIS BEST FRIEND AND NEIGHBOR,
HALFIE MAST. IT ALSO WAS REVEALED THAT
THE ORIGINAL STORY WAS A BIT DIFFERENT

THAN THE ONE PUBLISHED.
S0 HERE, FOR THE FIRST TIME ANYWHERE,

15 THE ORIGINAL, UNEDITED VERSION OF

A CHRISTMAS STORY.
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BREAKFAST IN A
MIPWEST HOME...

EAT YOUR CHIPPED

BEEF, RANDY.

YEARZ

HALFIE, WHAT PO
YO4/ WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS THIS

I WANT AN OFFICIAL
RED RYPER CARBINE
ACTION, TWO-HUNDPRED
SHOT, RANGE MODEL
AIR RIFLE!

YOU WON'T TAKE
CARE OF IT!

—
IT WAS THE AND IT WAS Wf"///
STANDARD PARENT THE PERFECT o
< “{,‘,’5/-,‘ COMEBACK TO COMEBACK! /-\
AN e EVERY THING A BECALSE VO 3
M A Ko wanres Tat KID ALIVE ¢
A = b=y -,l THEY DIDN'T WANT TOOK CARE OF o
. £ TO GET THEM. ANY THING. 1T >
WASN'T IN OLR
NATURE, 1T (
WASN'T WHO WE
( i WERE. LUCKILY, ==
I HAD AN -
— ALTERNATIVE
PLAN-74E
ScHool
e N £554y.
e l G ARMY L M
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MOST OF YOUR
ESSAYS ON YWHAT I
WANT FOR CHRISTMAS"”
|| WERE VvERY GoOo~Z.
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SOME OF YOoU,
THOUGH, ASKEDP
FOR THINGS
i THAT YOou sNow
YOou WON'T BE
GETTING.
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YOUR ESSAY WAS
NOT7 REALISTIC.

BUT I 60774 HAVE AN
OFFICIAL REP RYDPER
CARBINE ACTION,; TWO-
HUNDRED S$HOT, RANGE
MOPEL AR RIFLE!

FOIEP
AGANS
FORTUNATELY,
I KNEW THE
B/G auy
WOULDN'T LET
ME DOWN.

.'lll

AND WHAT PO
YO/ WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS,
LITTLE BOY?Z

EEET,




T WANT AN OFFICIAL

RED RYPER CARBINE
ACTION, TWO-HUNDREDP
SHOT, RANGE MOPDEL
AR RIFLE!

IF I WANTED
A RED RYDPER
AR RIFLE, T
HAD TO TAKE
MATTERS
INTO MY OWN
HANDS, T
FINALLY KNEW
JUST WHAT
TO PO,

ICALLITA
TECHN/CAL

MANLAL.

YOou WON'T
TAKE CARE

I WROTE IT.
IT'S EVERYTHING
I NEEP TO PO
TO TAKE GOOP

CARE OF MY RED
RYPER AIR RIFLE.

T ALSO HAVE A !
SECTIONINITI |
CALL PREVENTIVE
MANTENANCE.

IT'S ALL ABOUT
HOW TO TAKE
CARE OF MY AR
RIFLE BEFORE

ANYTHING BAD

HAPPENS TO IT 50

THAT NOTHING BAD
HAPPENS TO IT.




THAT'S WONPERFUL,
SON. BUT WHAT DID T
TELL YOU I LEARNED
WHEN I WAS IN THE
ARMYZ

TO USE AN
ACRONYM
WHENEVER
POSSIBLEZ

THATS RIGHT!
WHY NOT CALL

DINNER'S

I CAN'T BELIEVE T

HAVE TO WEAR THESE
PAJAMAS AUNT BETTY

MAPE ME.

Yol CAN'T
BELIEVE IT!

N
PM /T /5 S0 You
SEE; MOM AND DAD,

I HAVE EVERYTHING T
NEED TO TAKE CARE

OF MY AIR RIFLE.

NOW...
CAN I GET
ONE FOR

CHRISTMASZ

No! YOU'LL
SHOOT YOUR
EYE ouT!

T
4
4

FOOTBALL
THAT
CHRISTMAS
AND SOME
REALLY AWFUL
PAJAMAS.

I NEVER GOT MY OFFICIAL
RED RYPER CARBINE ACTION,
TWO-HUNDRED SHOT, RANGE

MOPEL AR RIFLE.

50, WHEN T
GRAPUATED
FROM HIGH
&CHOOL, T
JOINED THE
ARMY AND
GOT A REAL
RIFLE!

BUT I TOOK MY
TECHNICAL MANUAL
WITH ME AND T
NEVER FORGOT
ABOUT PM.




HEY, HALFIE...
THROW THE
FOOTBALL

¢

CHRISTMAS DAY

I-I CANT!
THE A/R
LEAKED ouT.
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JDo MATTER WHAT PRESENT IS UNDER THE TREE
WHETHER FOOTBALL OR RIFLE THAT FIRES A B-B
THIS ONE THING WE KNOW
IN RAIN, SLEET OR SNOW
EQUIPMENT WON'T LAST IF IT'S PM FREE!
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