
REVISITED
A Christmas Story

REVISITED

this story takes place in 
a typical midwest home 

in a typical midwest 
neighborhood in 1939.

in 1966, jean shepherd 
published a book of short 
stories entitled, in god we 

trust, all others pay cash. in 
1983 a compilation from that 
book became the hit holiday 
movie, a christmas story.

where did mr. shepherd get the 
idea for this delightful tale?
until now, it was believed that 
the main character, ralphie, 

was based on himself
as a child.

but a recently discovered first draft 
of the story found in a hermetically 

sealed official nfl football box 
under a porch in hammond, indiana, 

reveals another origin. 
it seems that mr. shepherd was writing 

about his best friend and neighbor, 
halfie mast. it also was revealed that 
the original story was a bit different 

than the one published.
so here, for the first time anywhere, 
is the original, unedited version of

a christmas story.
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breakfast in a 
midwest home…

breakfast in a 
midwest home… eat your chipped 

beef, randy.

okay, mom!

halfie, what do 
you want for 
christmas this 

year?

I want an official 
red ryder carbine 

action, two-hundred 
shot, range model 

air rifle!

you won’t take 
care of it!

it was the 
standard parent 

comeback to 
everything a 

kid wanted that 
they didn’t want 

to get them.

and it was 
the perfect 
comeback! 
because no 

kid alive 
took care of 
anything. it 
wasn’t in our 
nature. it 

wasn’t who we 
were. luckily, 

I had an 
alternative 
plan—the 
schOol 
essay.

most of your 
essays on “what I 

want for christmas” 
were very good.

some of you, 
though, asked 

for things 
that you know 
you won’t be 

getting. 

d-? your essay was 
not realistic.

but I gotta have an 
official red ryder 

carbine action, two-
hundred shot, range 

model air rifle!

you won’t 
take care 

of it.

foiled 
again! 

fortunately, 
I knew the 
big guy 

wouldn’t let 
me down.

and what do 
you want for 

christmas, 
little boy?
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uh… a football? yeah…I 
guess…

I want an official 
red ryder carbine 

action, two-hundred 
shot, range model 

air rifle!

you won’t 
take care 

of it.

if I wanted 
a red ryder 
air rifle, I 
had to take 

matters 
into my own 

hands. I 
finally knew 
just what 

to do.

what’s 
that, 
son?

I call it a 
technical 
manual.

I wrote it. 
it’s everything 
I need to do 
to take good 

care of my red 
ryder air rifle.

that’s 
amazing, 

son.

I also have a 
section in it I 

call preventive 
maintenance.

it’s all about 
how to take 

care of my air 
rifle before 
anything bad 

happens to it so 
that nothing bad 

happens to it.

no! 
wait! 
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that’s wonderful, 
son. but what did I 
tell you I learned 
when I was in the 

army?

to use an 
acronym 
whenever 
possible?

that’s right! 
why not call 

it pm?

dinner’s 
ready.

pm it is! so you 
see, mom and dad, 
I have everything I 
need to take care 

of my air rifle.

now… 
can I get 
one for 

christmas?

no! you’ll 
shoot your 

eye out!

that 
night…

I can’t believe I 
have to wear these 
pajamas aunt betty 

made me.

you can’t 
believe it!

I got a 
football 

that 
christmas 
and some 

really awful 
pajamas.

I never got my official 
red ryder carbine action, 
two-hundred shot, range 

model air rifle.

so, when I 
graduated 
from high 
school, I 
joined the 
army and 

got a real 
rifle!

but I took my 
technical manual 

with me and I 
never forgot 

about pm.
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o matter what present is under the tree 
whether football or rifle that fires a b-b 

this one thing we know 
in rain, sleet or snow 

equipment won’t last if it’s pm free!

Christmas Day
hey, halfie… 
throw the 
football 

to me.

I-I can’t! 
the air 

leaked out.


