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IN THE SPAN OF EIGHT DAYS
LAST YEAR, TWO SOLDIERS WERE
KILLED IN SEPARATE ACCIPENTS
INVOLVING SMALL ARMS.

— THEIR DEATHS NEED

J—\NOT HAVE HAPPENED.

One incident occurred while a Soldier was cleaning his rifle. After reassembling it,
he performed a function check on the SEMI position, which failed. He then did the
check on BURST and the rifle discharged three rounds, killing another Soldier.

In the other incident, a Soldier cleared his shotgun without using a clearing barrel.
The shotgun discharged, striking a Soldier in her abdomen, killing her.

Unfortunately, these aren’t
isolated incidents. In FY 08, the
Army reported 22 accidental
weapon discharges that resulted

T - Treat every weapon as if it's loaded.
- Handle every weapon with care.
l- Identify the target before you fire.

in five deaths and 17 injuries.
None of these 22 discharges

would have happened if Soldiers

had remembered these five rules,

- Never point a weapon at anything you

don‘t intend to shoot.

K- Keep the weapon on safe and your finger

off the trigger until you intend to fire.
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