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The 2/30 Minute Rule

M88-Series APU Hydraulic Pump
 Turning in a bad auxiliary power unit (APU) for your M88-series recovery vehicle? 
Better make sure it has the hydraulic pump, NSN 4320-00-613-6607, attached. Units have 
been removing the pump before turn-in, driving up repair costs. If you turn in an APU 
without the pump, your unit will now be charged $190 for a replacement pump. So, 
make sure everything’s there before turn-in.

 If the gun system malfunctions, place the tank into full NBC mode and allow the 
turret to pressurize for 2 minutes. After full pressurization, the loader can safely 
lower the breechblock. Over-pressurization of the turret will keep any burning gases 
from entering the crew compartment.
 If the NBC system is not operating, you must wait 30 minutes before opening the 
breechblock. This will allow any burning gases to completely dissipate. After the 30 
minutes, the loader can safely lower the breech.
 You must then troubleshoot the system and correct any faults
you find before the tank can resume firing.

if the breechblock doesn’t fully 
open or the stub base doesn’t 
fully extract after firing, you 

could be faced with a flareback.

stop and follow the 
procedures outlined in 

your operator’s manuals.

the 
safety of 
the entire 

crew 
could 
depend 
on it!

The operator’s 
manual provides 
two wait periods, 
depending on the 

situation. This 
is known as the 
2/30 minute 

rule.

2/30
minute 

rule

do not remove 
a stub base 

until after the 
required wait 

time.


