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p ilots, shooting rounds continuously from your .50-cal gun until it’s empty may be 
fun, but when you’re done your gun pays the price.
 Proper operation of the gun means following the burst restrictions covered on Page 
1-21 of TM 9-1090-214-23&P.
 For non combat (sustained): 50 rounds per minute effective rate of fire, which means 
any combination of bursts not to exceed 50 rounds within a one minute period.
 For non combat (maximum): 150 round burst followed by complete cooling— 
10 minutes.
 For combat: Continuous firing is unrestricted.
 Exceeding these burst restrictions will overheat the gun and lead to weapon 
stoppage. It can also cause a cookoff—a round in the gun going off accidentally.
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