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all Charged Up
and Ready to Go!

Repairmen
 First, get a hand-held battery load tester, NSN 6130-01-447-7294. It will quickly 
tell you a battery’s state of charge or if it’s bad. 
 If you add distilled water to a battery, charge the battery before you test it. That 
mixes the water and electrolyte so that you get a good reading. 
 To charge the batteries, 
start the HMMWV and run 
it for 20 minutes at 1,200-
1,500 rpm. Then test and 
charge longer if necessary. 
Once the Avenger is properly 
charged, have the operators 
charge the batteries for 
20 minutes during weekly 
services. 
 Of course, all that charging won’t do much good if the HMMWV charging system 
is in bad shape. At least every six months, test the charging system like it says in 
Para 2-29 in TM 9-2320-280-20-1.

and Ready to Go!

Avenger Missile 
System… all Charged Up

and Ready to Go!

an avenger with 
even just one 

weak battery is an 
avenger ready to 
give you problems.

if your avenger doesn’t 
have all of its batteries 
charged up and ready to 

go, expect bIt faults 
and power supply or 
distribution problems.

so the most 
productive 
avenger 

pmcs you can 
perform is on 
the batteries.

I’m going 
to need 
at least 

20 minutes 
of running 
before I’m 
charged 
again!

I just don’t seem 
to have any energy. 
I don’t know if I’m 

fit to fire.

Of course 
you have no 

energy! 

Your crew 
forgot the 

importance of 
battery PM!
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In the Field
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Hawker Batteries
 If your unit has gone to the new 
Hawker batteries, be aware that they 
have a different threshold than regular 
batteries and that will affect the BIT 
test. You will need to change the 
threshold manually for a correct test.

 Check the batteries weekly. Remove all the 
battery caps and make sure the electrolyte is 
1/4 inch below the filler neck or ledge. Add 
distilled water if necessary.

 Check the terminals for corrosion. If you 
spot any, clean it off with the wire brush in 
your tool kit or a scouring pad. Neutralize 
corrosion with a mixture of 1/2 pound baking 
soda to one gallon of water. 

 While you’re checking the batteries, don’t 
forget the ground straps. If they’re broken, 
frayed, loose or corroded, the batteries will be 
weakened. Do not use the straps to maneuver 
batteries. You’ll just break them. 

 Monthly, pull the batteries and 
check for corrosion in the battery 
box. If you find any, remove it 
with a wire brush and the baking 
soda-water solution. If corrosion 
has eaten away paint, repaint the 
box with the paint that comes with 
NSN 8030-00-290-5141.
 A good investment is an acid 
neutralizing mat for the battery 
box that soaks up any battery acid. 
Then no cleaning or painting is 
required—you just replace the 
mat. Order a 100-ft roll of heavy 
duty battery mat with NSN 6160-
01-395-5943. 

 Don’t forget to check the vehicle 
batteries. When you check the 
Avenger batteries, pull the seat and 
eyeball the vehicle batteries for 
corrosion. Your repairman services 
the vehicle batteries.

Operators

 Keep the slave cable connected at all 
times. That way the Avenger can run 
on both system and vehicle batteries. 

 If you operate with the truck 
turned off, keep an eye on the battery 
indicator. Once it reads below 85, you 
need to start the truck and recharge the 
batteries. Running the ECU/PPU will 
also recharge the batteries.

Fill to 1/4 inch below 
filler cap neck

Clean off corrosion with brush and 
baking soda mixed with water

Check ground 
strap for 
corrosion, poor 
connection or 
fraying

Don’t forget to check vehicle batteries 
for corrosion

my threshold 
is different 
from regular 

Batteries!

Keep slave cable 
connected at all 
times

Below 85?
Start 
truck and 
recharge!

Put the battery mat in the 
bottom of the battery box 

to soak up acid.
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