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what a 
beautiful 

day to do my 
inspections.

good! 
the tires 

check out. 
so no 

problem 
here.

I’ll just 
check the 
rest of 

this bird.

cause cause cause 
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I’ll take 
a look at 
the engine.

the engine oil 
checks out. at this 
rate, I’ll finish my 
inspections pretty 

soon. now for
the apu.

distraction no 1 
0830

hey, smith! I 
need you in the 
pc office now 
for a meeting. 
you can finish 
that later.

later… well… did I get 
to the hydraulic 
deck? maybe I 

should inspect it 
to be sure.

hmmph! no! I’ll nose around in 
the nose compartment 

first at the ky-58.

man, I forgot my multi-
meter. well, yesterday’s 
check should cover me.

I’ll 
move 
on.

1000 hours…

distraction no 2 - 0930

smith! need 
you to go 

help unload 
a truckload 
of supplies.

be right there, 
sergeant.

ok… my day 
isn’t going 
so well.

oh! let me 
check for 

bird nests in 
the tail rotor 

section.

smith, don’t 
forget that 

mandatory class 
at 1030. sorry… 
you’ll have to 
finish up that 
bird later.

wait! before you 
run off—is my hawk 

ready to go?
not quite, sir. I’ll 
finish up as soon 
as I get back.

commander’s 
call. it’s 

0915 already. 
let me see… 
where was 

I…?

this
better be
important.

what should I tell
him? I’ve been called
away so many times.
but I did check the
bird good yester-

day at least.
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Minutes 
later…

now maybe 
I can get my 
inspection 

done.

ok… good! 
no leaks in the 
intermediate 

gear box.

distraction 
no 3

it’s now 
1300.

I know you’re trying to 
finish your inspections, 

but we’ve got a formation 
and then I need you to 
get the office computer 

online quick!

this computer just 
needed rebooting. 
I gotta get back 

to the bird.

later… at home…

smith!

is my bird 
ready to fly 

the coop?

after the formation…

I‘ve got to
finish this
inspection!

I really
didn’t need
that class!

what’s
next on
my list?

where
was I?

the pilot’s been
waiting all day to

fly. I think my worK
yesterday will

cover me for today
on what I missed.

…to bring
you breaking

news!

BR
EA

KING

NEW
S!

yes, sir!

at least
I hope

so!

it’s 1600
already,
and I’ve
still got

lots
to do!

ahh… now to
relax a little.
maybe I’ll watch

the news…

we interrupt
this regularly

scheduled
program…
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sarge, you 
called me 

away for other 
things but…

as you can see, 
distractions 

break 
concentration. 
this scenario 
could happen

to you!

take care of 
first things 
first. always 
use the two 

buddy system 
to complete 

tasks.

the buddy 
system can 
take up the 

slack.

an army helicopter
from ft. Allen on a

routine training exercise
had to make an

emergency landing
in a residential area!

details
are sketchy.
we’ll have
more at

11:00!

we now return
you to your
regularly
scheduled
program.

specialist
smith! this is

sgt. jones! your
bird just made an 

emergency
landing!

the pilot
said you told 
him you checked

every-
thing!

oh, no! I
hope that
wasn’t my

bird!

what in the
world did you
do today?!

no buts!
nothing is

more important
than preventive
maintenance!
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pm and inspections 
are important. 

distractions can lead 
to disasters!


