TONIGHT'S SPEAKER:

PROF. I. KNOWITALL
ON THE

FALL OF THE

ARE YOU S4RE ABOUT THIS,
CONNIEZ I WAS PLANNING TO
CHANGE THE TRANSMISSION
FLUIZ IN MY HMMWV TONIGHT.

CMON, HALF-MAST!
YOU CAN'T SPEND
ALL YOUR TIME IN
THE MOTOR POOL.

WHO KNOWSZ A
| LITTLE srs70R/ICAL
ENLIGHTENMENT |
MIGHT DO You




s
JusT A FEW
MINUTES
LATER...

A7

[ Two Hours LaTER... |

..AND S0, IN
CONCLUSION,
THERE WERE MANY
VALID REASONS
FOR ROME'S
DECLINE-PUBLIC
HEALTH PROBLEMS,
MORAL DECAY AND
UNEMPLOYMENT.
THANK You.

WASN'T THAT
FASCINATINGZ THAT
PROFESSOR KNOWITALL
| REALLY KNOWS IT ALL!

KNOWS IT ALLZ 444!
HE DOESN'T KNOW THE
HALF OF IT!

)

N WM\

= l
l | WHA7Z HOW CAN YOU

SAY THATZ PROFESSOR

MOST OF HIS L/FE
STUDPYING THE
ROMAN EMPIRE.

WHY AM T NOT
SURPRISEPZ IT
SEEMS LIKE You
HAVE A RELATIVE
STRATEGICALLY
PLACED AT JUST
ABOUT EVERY
MAJOR POINT
IN A/STORY.

I'D LOVE TO
TAKE A LOOK AT
YOUR FAMIL Y
TREE,

I HAPPEN TO HAVE AN

ANCESTOR WHO WAS A

SOLPIER IN THE ROMAN
ARMY ABOUT THAT TIME.

AS I WAS SAYING, AALF-
MAST/CLSE MECCANICUM WAS
RIGHT THERE. AND ACCORPING
TO HIS PIARY, WHICH HAS BEEN
HANDED POWN FROM FATHER TO

SON OVER THE CENTURIES...

...LACK OF PM WAS WHAT
REALLY CAUSED THE FALL
OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.




SUPERCILIOUS, THE BATTLE
WILL BE UPON US SOON.

NOW THAT I'M BACK FROM
ROME, WE SHOULD INSPECT
THE MEN’S EQUIPMENT TO

PREPARE 1 HOLD out
FOR YOUR SWORPS,

/NSPE:ﬂam,/[joumERsi

LOOK AT
THEM! THEY'RE
ALL cH/PPEP
AND COVEREP

WITH RU/S T/

‘-

AN

THE SHIELDPS

ARE CRACKEDL.

THE CHARIOTS
ARE WARPEL WHAT A
AND THEIR AXLES LP/SGRACE!

NEED LUBING !

WITH WEAPONS
IN SUCH PISREPAIR
AND IN NEEP OF
PM... How CAN
WE EVER WIN IN
BATTLEZ

SPEARHEADS
MUST BE
SHARPENEL
TO REMOVE
ROUGH EPGES.

SWORDS MUST
BE SHARPENELP
AND PROTECTED

FROM RUST

CHARIOTS MUST BE PAINTEDP ‘

TO PROTECT THE WOOP..,

-

i

...ANDP AXLES
MUST BE LUBELP
S0 THE WHEELS
DON'T FALL OFF!

)
7

WE WILL BE FACING THE GERMANIC
HORDES IN BATTLE. YOU WILL
BE STAKING YOUR L/WWES ON THE
CONPDITION OF YOUR EQRU/IPMENT.
PM MUST BE DONE NOW—~




00 THE BARBARIANS

SOLDIERS HAD DONE B
THEIR PM LIKE HALF- L
MASTICUS WANTED,

THE ROMAN EMPIRE [
MIGHT S7/LL EXIST

I DON'T QUITE
UNDERSTAND,
TECHNOLOGY
AND TACTICS,
NO EFFECT £
ON GERMANIC [~
SHIELDS.

THERE'S JUST
: PR L~ - ” . ONE THING
a2 . UBSMGAING] WITH THEIR
. SUPERIOR
RUSTED ROMAN N ceLnee B » -, =
‘LA G SWORDS SHATTER... 9PEA§5 SAVE Vi )
4 - :

HALF-MAST.
THE ROMAN

EMPIRE
MIGHT HAVE

: SURVIVED!

ROMAN CHARIOTS
FLY APART WHEN
THEY HIT A BUMP.

IF THE
/ > BARBARIANS
- F [ , g ; g 7“‘. W —

WIPED OUT
THE ROMAN
ARMY, HOW
PIP HALF-
MASTICUS
SURVIVE
TO TELL
THE TALEZ




HALF-MASTICUS FOUGHT
LIKE A PEMON. WITH HIS
WELL-MAINTAINED WEAPONS,
HE SLEW LPOZENS OF THE
BARBARIANS. .,

..BUT, IN THE END,

\ THERE WERE JUST

Ze\y7 /| oo many. raLe- B
Y/ MASTICUS WAS

: OVERWHELMED AND

CAPTURED.

REMIND ME TO TELL
YOu SOMETIME ABOUT
ANOTHER ONE OF
MY RELATIVES. ..
GERMANICUS HALF-
MASTICUS!

I'VE GoTr
TO TAKE A
LOOK AT YOUR
FAMILY TREE!
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