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this 
looks 

like the 
place, 
connie. right, 

half-
mast.

are you sure about this, 
connie? I was planning  to 
change the transmission 

fluid in my hmmwv tonight.

c’mon, half-mast! 
you can’t spend 
all your time in 
the motor pool. 
who knows? a 

little historical 
enlightenment 

might do you 
good.

The REAL fa� of the ROMAN EMPiRE
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just a few 
minutes 
later…

…and so, in 
conclusion, 

there were many 
valid reasons 

for rome’s 
decline—public 

health problems, 
moral decay and 
unemployment. 

thank you.

wake
up, half-

mast.

huh? 
whazzat?

two hours later…

wasn’t that 
fascinating? that 

professor knowitall 
really knows it all!

yawn!

knows it all? hah! 
he doesn’t know the 

half of it!

what? how can you 
say that? professor 
knowitall has spent 

most of his life 
studying the 
roman empire.

yeah, 
but he 
wasn’t 
there.

I happen to have an 
ancestor who was a 
soldier in the roman 
army about that time.

why am I not 
surprised? it 

seems like you 
have a relative 
strategically 
placed at just 

about every 
major point 
in history.

I’d love to 
take a look at 
your family 

tree.

as I was saying, half-
masticus meccanicum was 

right there. and according 
to his diary, which has been 

handed down from father to 
son over the centuries…

…lack of pm was what 
really caused the fall 
of the roman empire.
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supercilious, the battle 
will be upon us soon. 

now that I’m back from 
rome, we should inspect 
the men’s equipment to 

ensure it is ready.

as 
you 
say, 
sir.

prepare 
for 

inspection!

hold out 
your swords, 

soldiers!

look at 
them! they’re 
all chipped 
and covered 
with rust!

and the 
spears need 
sharpening!

the shields 
are cracked.

the chariots 
are warped 

and their axles 
need lubing!

what a 
disgrace!

with weapons 
in such disrepair 
and in need of 
pm… how can 
we ever win in 

battle?

swords must 
be sharpened 
and protected 

from rust 
by oil.

spearheads 
must be 

sharpened 
to remove 

rough edges.

chariots must be painted 
to protect the wood…

…and axles 
must be lubed 
so the wheels 
don’t fall off!

we will be facing the germanic 
hordes in battle. you will 

be staking your lives on the 
condition of your equipment. 

pm must be done now—

it’s 
too 

late…
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…the barbarians 
are upon us!

rusted roman 
swords shatter…

…as blunted 
spears have 
no effect 

on germanic 
shields.

roman chariots
fly apart when 
they hit a bump.

wow! so if the 
soldiers had done 
their pm like half-
masticus wanted, 
the roman empire 
might still exist 

today.

that’s 
right, 
connie. 

with their 
superior 

technology 
and tactics, 
the roman 

empire 
might have 
survived!

there’s just 
one thing 

I don’t quite 
understand, 
half-mast.

what’s 
that 

connie?

if the 
barbarians 
wiped out 
the roman 
army, how 
did half-
masticus 
survive 
to tell 

the tale?
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half-masticus fought 
like a demon. with his 

well-maintained weapons, 
he slew dozens of the 

barbarians…

…but, in the end, 
there were just 
too many. half-

masticus was 
overwhelmed and 

captured.

but that’s 
another 
story.

remind me to tell 
you sometime about 
another one of
my relatives… 

germanicus half- 
masticus!

I’ve got 
to take a 

look at your 
family tree!


