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 But batteries get used up and thrown 
away and more batteries need to be trucked 
in. Piles and piles of dead batteries grow 
and the logistics train is tasked to the max. 
The only thing that shrinks is your unit’s 
pocketbook. That’s why rechargeables are 
here and why you need to use them!
 Here are the rechargeable battery NSNs; 
the NSNs for the chargers needed to recharge 
them; the NSNs for the adapters you need on 
the chargers; and some NSNs for other stuff  
you may need to get the most out of the 
batteries:

Rechargeable Batteries

End Item
Example

Non-chargeable
Equivalent

NSN
6140-01-

Rechargeable
Battery

BB-2590/U

BB-388A/U

BB-2588/U

BB-326/U

BB-2847A/U

BB-557/U

BB-2557/U

BB-2600A/U
BB-2800/U

BB-2001A/U

490-4316

490-4313

493-7623

533-7674

493-8092

071-5070

490-5387

490-4311
490-5372
534-3856

SINCGARS,
M22

AN/PRC-126,
FBCB2

AN/PRC-126
MELIOS,
AN/PVS-6

TWS,
AN/PAS-13
REMBASS
REMBASS,

RAVEN
HTU

PLGR, CAM
CSEL

BA-5590/5390

BA-5588

BA-5588

BB-516A/U

BA-5347

BA-5557

BA-5557

BA-5600
BA-5800

BA-5301/U

Communication 
Batteries…  All Aboard the 

Rechargeable 
Train!

a quick tip 
to identify 
batteries…

…the rechargeables start with 
bb and the non-rechargeables, 
the throwaways, start with ba.

BB-2590/U 
NSN 6140-01-490-4316

BB-326/U NMH

BB-503A Nicad

BB-2847/A Li Ion

BB-2588 Li Ion

BB-388A NMH

BB-2590 Li Ion

BB-390B NMH

BB-2600A Li Ion

BB-2557 Li Ion

BB-2800 Li Ion

[if we didn’t use
rechargeable 

batteries] 
we would probably 
be broke six months 
into the fiscal year.

- Major Jeff 
Schilling

rechargeable 
batteries have been 
called the wave of 

the future.

well, the wave of 
the future has hit 

the beach!

it’s high tide for 
rechargeables and 
high time you got on 

board.

- MSG Half-Mast
McCanick

Let’s face it, 
troops: 

no power,
no commo,
no combat!

A primary source of 
power for communications 
equipment is batteries. 

Without them, nobody 
talks to anybody about 

nothin’. 

the BB-2590’s 
saved us. There 
were many times 
when we couldn’t 
get aircraft due 
to weather for 

resupply. With the 
extended run time 
on the bb-2590’s 
versus bb-390, it 

saved us.

- ssg John Worthen

javelin
users still

require
bb-390B/U’s.

replace your
bb-390’s with the 

bb-2590 for dramatic 
runtime improvements 
and lighter loads.
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Moving Out

Adapters 

Accessories
 To power a PP-8498/U from a vehicle’s 24-volt NATO slave receptacle, order DC 
cable, NSN 5940-01-501-6714. To use this cable to power two PP-8498 chargers, 
order an add-on cable, NSN 5995-01-505-7883.
 For the BB-390 battery, you will also need the self-discharge cap, NSN 6130-01-
490-4310. The BB-2590 requires no discharge cap.
 The Charger-on-the-Move, PP-8481B/U, has been upgraded to charge more  
BB-2590s faster and provide more expandability. The PP-8481B/U comes fully 
loaded with AC and DC cables and two universal adapters to hold and charge 
BB-2590, BB-390, BB-516, BB-326, BB-388, BB-2588, BB-2800, BB-2847 and 
MBITR batteries.
 If you’re using the new Charger-on-the-Move, you can order a bulk adapter with 
NSN 5940-01-494-7116 that holds four BB-2590s.

BatteryNSN
5940-01-Adapter

J-6358B/P

J-6357A/P

J-6356/P

 J-6355/P
J-6354/P

J-6523A/P

J-6521/P
J-6587/P
J-6588/P
J-6589/P

J-6769A/P

501-3312

493-6388

427-9183

427-9247
427-9278

492-7328

467-8813
493-6750
493-6751
493-7622
544-3476

BB-390B/U,
BB-2590/U
BB-388A/U,
BB-2588/U
BB-516A/U,

BB-326
BB-503A/U
BB-2847A/U
BB-557/U,
BB-2557/U

BB-2600A/U
BB-2800/U

MBITR
AA

CSEL

Chargers

Description
NSN

6130-01-Charger

PP-8498/U

PP-8481B/U

495-2839

527-2726

Soldier portable
charger

Charger-on-the-
move/vehicle 

mounted

 PP-8498/U is the latest and greatest table-
top charger. It will hold eight batteries, 
charging two at a time before moving on to 
the next two. It will recharge every kind of 
rechargeable battery listed here.
 The PP-8498/U and the PP-8481B/U are 
the only approved chargers that can charge 
the BB-2590/U. The obsolete PP-8444A/U 
will not do the job, but can still charge many 
battery types.

 Remember, stored rechargeables will permanently lose capacity, so charge them 
at least every six months and more often in hot environments. If you’re using them, 
you’re charging them and you should get about three years of life from them.
 Rechargeables, like all batteries, need to be stored correctly, handled safely and 
disposed of properly. Some rechargeables are under warranty and that will dictate 
how you dispose of them.
 For more information on rechargeable batteries, contact Don Brockel at
DSN 992-4948, (732) 532-4948, or email: donald.brockel@us.army.mil

–  a dedicated charging area that is organized
–  charging and discharging batteries separately
–  maintainers trained in basic battery
 maintenance and management
–  batteries charged seven or fewer days prior
 to mission
–  a budget for replacement batteries

 Whether in training or in combat, a good rechargeable battery program needs a 
good SOP. Find help in writing an SOP at the rechargeable battery website:

https://lrc3.monmouth.army.mil/cecomlrc/index.cfm
 Click on Customer Support, then Battery Support, then on Rechargeable Battery 
Program. 

to make the pp-8498/U battery 
chargers do their charging job, 

you’ll need one of these adapters 
to interface between the charger 

and the battery it’s charging.

the pp-8498/u 
charger comes 

with four adapters 
that hold eight
bb-2590/390 

batteries.

set up a good 
rechargeable 
battery shop 
by keeping…

PP-8498/U

PP-8481B/U

PP-8444A/U 
and adapters
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