
27 NOV 08

Winter Driving TipsWinter Driving TipsWinter Driving Tips
the weather 
outside is 
frightful.

and slipping and 
sliding on snow and 
ice is not delightful.

drive safely by using 
the guidance found in 
your vehicle’s -10 tm.

plus, heed the 
following tips to 
prevent a problem 

down the road.
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Speed

also, look ahead for dangers 
and keep your eyes moving. be 
ready to react or stop at all 

times. when stopping, aim to stop 
20 to 30 feet short to allow 

for unexpected trouble.

use enough power to 
help you around curves 
and to hold traction—
the all-important grip 

your tires have on
the road.

be especially cautious on 
sharp curves. never go too fast 
or centrifugal force will sling 

you off the road, creating a bad 
day for both you and your unit.

even if the road 
ahead looks clean, 
don’t be fooled.

slick, icy spots 
form at the bottom 
of hills, on bridges, 
and in shaded areas 

in cold weather.

bridges and 
overpasses 
freeze first.

cold air passes under 
them, the pavement cools, 
and water freezes more 
quickly than on normal 

road surfaces.

cross safely by going 
easy on the throttle 
with no braking or 

quick steering.

if you skid, 
take your 
foot off 

the throttle 
and steer in 
the direction 
the rear of 
the vehicle 
is headed.

if driving a tractor-
trailer, steer away 

from the direction of 
the sliding trailer.

don’t oversteer. 
steer just enough to 

correct the skid.

and on a slick 
road, don’t count 
on your brakes to 
stop you in a hurry.

slamming on the 
brakes will make 

your vehicle slide.adjust your 
speed to road 

conditions.

steep hills, sharp 
curves and ice- or snow-

covered roads mean 
trouble if you don’t!

turn your steering wheel in the 
direction your rear is skidding 

and take your foot off the gas.

ok, fine. how 
about skidding?

so slow down before 
going into a curve or 
downgrade. engine 

drag helps, too. Just 
ease off the throttle.

…like 
this…

easy!

suppose 
your tail 
is swinging 

to the 
right…
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Hills

• If momentum is too slow for wheel speed, the
   result is lost traction and the wheels spin.
•  If momentum is too fast for wheel speed, that
 also results in lost traction and the vehicle skids. 
• If the momentum is in tune with wheel speed,
 you have traction and good control.

Tires

when climbing a hill, 
momentum and traction 

are your friends.

however, you 
call the shots. 

remember…

going uphill, the 
more momentum 

you have, the
less traction 

you need.

it’s a good 
idea to let the  
vehicles ahead 
of you make 
it to the top 

first.

then you won’t 
have to stop 
half-way up.

 and remember 
to keep your 

distance!

get a running 
start so when you 

reach the peak, 
you’ve got enough 
momentum left to 

get you over.

try to get to the 
top of the hill in 
one smooth unin-
terrupted run.

keep tires 
properly inflated 

and in good 
condition to help 

traction.

distribute loads 
evenly and place 

partial loads over 
the rear axle.

avoid poor 
driving, like 
quick starts, 
sudden stops 

and sharp 
turns.

they cause 
you to lose 

traction.

and use 
tire chains 
if you need 

them.

tire chains improve 
traction on ice and packed 

snow, but only if they 
are installed properly 
and cleaned regularly.

chains that are 
packed with ice 
will lose their 
effectiveness.
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Chain assembly
(Pair)

NSN 2540-
Tire size Swivel hooks

NSN 2540-00-937-
Cross chain

NSN 2540-00-933-

7.50x16
9.00x20

9.50x16.50 
 10.00x15 
10.00x20
10.00x20

(dual tires)
11.00x18
11.00x20
11.00x24
12.00x20
14.00x20
14.00x24
16.00x20

00-528-7360
00-933-9024
00-057-0204
01-185-8306
00-933-9034

00-933-9034

00-933-6933
00-933-9022
00-933-6935
00-933-6922
00-933-9033
00-933-9023
00-933-6937

6960
6916
6916
6916
6916

6916

6915
6915
6915
6915
6992
6992

Not Available

*See note below.
0404
0404
0404
0404

0404

0404
0404
0404
0404
0404
0404

Not Available

NSN
5340-01-

Stretch
(in

inches)

Size
(in

inches)

15
21
31

20-30
26-42
36-42

029-9084
231-6015
029-9085

Tire size Chain assembly
NSN 2540-Wheeled vehicle

FMTV

HEMTT/HET/PLS

HMMWV

M915A2/A3/A4
M916A1/A2/A3 and 
M917A1/A2/E1/E2

M939

14x20 or 
395/85R20

16x20
37x12.5x16.5 (radial) or 

36x12.5x16.5 (bias)
11R22.5

315/80R22.5

11x20

01-483-2930 or 
01-492-2989
01-152-7813

01-214-1264 or 
01-530-6341
01-453-0497

01-396-1914

21-911-1360

mikeu@pewagchain.com or 
jimd@pewagchain.com

*Use NSN 4030-00-937-0405.

it’s important 
to use the right 

size and type 
of tire chain.

check your 
operator’s manual 
to determine what 

to use.

in most cases, this 
information is found 

on the additional 
authorization list 

(aal).

you can also eyeball 
fm 21-305, manual 
for the wheeled 

vehicle driver, for an 
explanation on how to 

install tire chains.

use this chart 
to order tire 

chain assemblies 
for the specified 
wheeled vehicle…

note that for the m35a3, 
tire size 14.5r20xl, there 
is no nsn assigned for the 

tire chain.

you can get those 
chains, part number 
s05sv, only through 
pewag, the vendor.

to order, call 
(800) 526-3924, fax 
(630) 323-2292, or 

email…

if your vehicle isn’t listed in the first chart, get the chains 
you need using this chart for common tire sizes…

have your supply 
clerk check fsc 2500 
for other chains not 

listed here.

for more information, 
contact the dla 

contact center at 
dsn 661-7766/(877) 
353-2255 or email: 

dlacontactcenter 
@dla.mil

although tire chains 
are designed to fit 
snugly, you should 
still allow room 
for some creep.

also, tighten the 
chains by hand, 
instead of using 

tools.

this helps 
prevent over-
tightening that 

can gouge tires.

if the chains are 
too loose after 
you tighten them 
by hand, use tire 
straps to snug 

down the tire chains.

here’s some 
guidance for 

selecting 
straps…

{can’t
breathe!}
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Braking

Shifting

if you have 
conventional 

hydraulic 
brakes, 

pumping ‘em is 
permitted.

but if your 
vehicle has 
anti-lock 

brakes (abs), 
do not 

pump them.

 apply 
firm, even 
pressure 
instead.

and if you have 
air brakes, apply 

light, steady 
pressure.

don’t 
pump ‘em, 
either.

if your vehicle 
has a jacobs 

brake (known as 
a jake brake), 

don’t use it 
in slippery 
conditions.

in icy conditions, 
it takes more 
distance—up 

to 12 times as 
far—to stop.

and never 
slam on the 

brakes!

front wheels 
lock with heavy 
braking and you 
lose steering.

so don’t 
slip up on 

your winter 
driving! 

the engine holding back your wheels 
is applying force to them just as 
the brakes would do. it can throw 
you into a skid. so if you feel your 

vehicle start to slide, speed up until 
your wheels are no longer sliding.

use care when shifting during 
winter driving, especially while 
downshifting. downshifts can 
break traction, so make each 
shift as smooth as possible.

with a manual transmission, 
you could get over the top 
of the grade using one or 

two gears higher than you’d 
use under ideal conditions.

on a dry road, you 
might want to shift 

down to a lower gear 
to use the engine as a 
brake. on ice, that can 

cause problems.

so make sure 
you allow 
plenty of 
room to 

stop.

the results 
could be

chilling!


