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Why Those Rumors Won’t DieWhy Those Rumors Won’t Die
for more than 
57 years we’ve 
been telling 
soldiers the 
best ways to 
take care of 
their rifles, 
machine guns, 
and pistols.

but some 
soldiers just 
won’t believe 
us. they think 

there’s a 
better way 
and they’re 
ready to 

believe any 
rumor that 

comes along.

I want you 
three to go 
out to the 

field and track 
down these pm 

rumors and 
kill them for 

good!

we can’t let 
these rumors 

continue 
to destroy 
weapons.
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what are some 
pm tricks you 
do for your 
weapons that 
aren’t called 
for in the tm?

and tell 
me how you 

came up 
with them.

I’ve always 
used the 

firing pin as 
a cleaning 

tool… 
especially 
for getting 
carbon off 
the bolt. 
the firing 

pin is great 
for that. 

when I was a
kid in aIt an 
old sergeant 

gave me that tip 
and I’ve passed 
it on to other 
soldiers for 

years.

kill this 
rumor! 

and bonnie 
learns 
at fort 
gone…

the first unit 
I was in a guy 
told me that 
if I really 
wanted my 
rifle clean 

to use 
carburetor 

or oven 
cleaner.

and boy was he right! 
that stuff really shines 
up my rifle great. I’ve 

helped so many new 
soldiers with that tip.

darn right that stuff 
cleans. it cleans so 

well it takes the 
finish right off your 
weapon and ruins the 
barrel grooves. soon 
your weapon is junk!

yeah, oven 
cleaner is 

good, but this 
cleaning tool 

I made…

…is terrific for 
cleaning out carbon 
in the chamber and 
barrel. I’ve made 
lots of these for 
soldiers over the 

years.

it’s helped ruin many 
weapons. it scores 
the inside of the 

chamber and barrel.

later at fort 
nowhere…

 using the 
firing pin 
to clean 

blunts the 
pin’s tip. 

eventually 
the firing 
pin can’t 
fire the 
round.

kill this rumor! 

kill 
this 

rumor! 
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on my first 
tour in iraq, 
a guy clued 

me in on using  
15w/40 

motor oil 
instead of 
clp on my 

machine gun.

he said motor oil actually 
produces less carbon than 

clp during firing.

motor oil 
is for your 

truck, 
not your 
machine 

gun! 
motor oil 
hardens…

I heard while 
I was in iraq 

that a graphite 
lubricant would 

work better 
than clp.

we 
managed 
to get 

some and 
everyone 
in our unit 
started 
using it.

kill this rumor!

a guy gave us the tip 
in iraq to keep the 

gas plugs from our 
m240 and m249s’ 

spare barrels 
soaking in jp-8 while 

we were firing with 
the other barrel.

that way the plug 
will be clean 

when you’re ready 
to fire with the 
spare barrel.

I’m glad 
I soaked 

that 
plug in 
jp-8!

soaking the gas plug in jp-8 
and then using the plug without 
getting all the jp-8 off makes 

carbon buildup worse.

your machine gun plugs up quicker 
and you can damage it. the way you 

prevent carbon plugging up the 
gas system is by changing the 

barrels when you’re supposed to 
and cleaning the gas plug with the 

scraper, nsn 1005-01-131-1914.

Changing the 
barrel helps 

prevent a 
plugged gas 

plug.

clean the plug with 
your combination 

tool.

clean the piston 
grooves by 

scissoring the 
scraper

around the 
grooves.

I’m 
going to 
need to 
change 
barrels 
pretty 
quick.

if you continue to 
use those lubes, 

eventually your weapon 
will be trashed.

graphite lubricants 
are bad news for 
weapons. graphite 

eats up and destroys 
aluminum and other 

alloys.

kill 
this 

rumor!

…and 
makes 

a mess 
of your 
machine 

gun.

kill this rumor!
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and at fort long 
gone, rotor blade 

was shocked as 
he listened to his 

group…

a guy in one 
of my first 
units was 

an amateur 
gunsmith…

…and he showed 
me how to take 
apart my m16’s 

lower receiver and 
trigger assembly 

so I could clean it 
better.

it’s not 
that hard 

and it 
sure lets 
you clean 
inside the 
receiver. 

I’ve shown 
lots of 
soldiers 
how to
do it.

kill this rumor!
if you repeatedly push out 
receiver pins, the pin holes 
enlarge and can’t hold the 

pins. that ruins the receiver.

if the trigger 
assembly is 
reassembled 

wrong…

…your rifle can 
fire automatic 

when it’s not 
supposed to.

you could 
accidentally kill 

somebody.

later, back 
at the ps 
institute 

conference 
room…

so what have we 
learned from your 

field research?

amateur gunsmiths 
ruin a lot of army 
weapons with their 
unhelpful advice.

kill this 
rumor!
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there are always soldiers 
who want to impress others  
with how much they “know” 

about weapons.

and there are always 
soldiers out there who 

are ready to believe these 
wannabe “experts” know 
better than the army.

we probably can’t ever 
totally kill these bogus 

tips, but that doesn’t mean 
we should stop trying.

you got 
that 
right, 
blade. 

we 
won’t 
stop 

trying.

listen up, 
soldiers! the 

best favor you can 
do your weapon, 

yourself, and your 
unit is to take care of 
your weapon just the 
way your operator’s 
tm tells you to. no 
more, no less. it’s 

that simple.

so they come up with what 
they think are better ways 
to clean, lubricate, and 
maintain their weapons.


