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dateline: lakehurst 

naval air station, new 
jersey, may 6, 1937. 
thirty-six people died 

today when the zeppelin 
lz129 hindenburg burst 
into a ball of flame and 
plunged to the ground. 
at 804 feet in length, 
the hindenburg was the 
largest rigid aircraft 

ever built.

preventive 
maintenance 

city, usa, may 
6, 2008. after 71 
years, the reason 

the hindenburg 
met its fiery 
fate is being 

investigated by 
the army’s ps, 

the preventive 
maintenance 

monthly.

the cause of the fire that 
led to the destruction has 

never been determined.
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the investigative 
arm of ps, a.k.a 
cracked, has 

“cracked” some of 
history’s greatest 

mysteries. you 
might say they’re a 
real crack team.

my name is half-
mast mccanick and I 
head the cracked 
team. I gave the 

first assignment to 
myself.

then again, you 
might not. their 
efforts to solve 

this hindenburg case 
started by verifying 

or debunking the 
other theories 

about the tragedy.
was it possible 
that sabotage 

brought down the 
hindenburg?

the hindenburg was the 
pride of nazi germany. those 

nazis liked their airships.

could 
someone who 
did not like 

the nazis plant 
a bomb?

two people were 
viewed as possible 
suspects. one was 

eric spehl, a 
rigger on the 
hindenburg.

spehl may have 
done it out of 
love. spehl’s 

girlfriend was a 
communist and she 
hated hitler and 

his third reich.

instead of a 
diamond, did spehl 
give her an airship? 

not likely. spehl 
died in the fire. 

love’s hot, but you 
don’t immolate 
yourself for it.

spah, the 
acrobat, may 
have done it… 
for revenge. 
he knew the 
nazis hated 

circuses. they 
weren’t big on 

laughter.

but he barely escaped 
with his life as he slid 

down a mooring rope to 
safety. no… spah was into 
backflips, not bombs.

my name is bonnie. 
I’m part of the 
cracked team. 

my assignment was 
to investigate the 

rumor that two men 
armed with high-
powered rifles 
shot down the 

hindenburg.

so I filed a 
freedom of 

information act 
request with the 

fbi and j. edgar’s 
boys coughed up 
the files on the 

hindenburg. I took 
a long gander at 

the ‘‘two-men-
with-rifles’’ 

theory.

it turns out, the men 
weren’t men, but 
boys. the rifles 

weren’t rifles, but 
fishing poles.

and the 
two boys 

were 
spotted 

after the 
disaster, 

not 
before!

another 
red 

herring 
fileted 

and fried.

the other was 
joseph spah, an 
acrobat… along 
for the ride. 
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I’m connie and 
I’m cracked, 
too! my job 
was to track 

down the truth 
about the 

luger pistol 
found in the 
wreckage of 

the hindenburg.

as the story goes, a man on 
the “burg” wanted to end it 

all. so he put the luger to his 
head and pulled the trigger.

he missed his 
head…but hit 
the zeppelin.

ipso 
facto-

to help crack this hard nut, I called 
on the writers of ps. I set up 

conditions as they were then…and 
the writers willingly went along.

three up and 
three down and 

still no answer. 
so I took 

another look at 
the lightning 

theory.

did lightning hit 
the hindenburg?

how ironic would it 
be if thor, the god 

of lightning and 
thunder in germanic 
mythology, sent a 
bolt into the heart 

of nazi pride.

the weather 
was bad that 

day. the 
hindenburg 
had been 
circling…
delaying
arrival 

until things 
cleared.

but things 
did clear and 

according to all 
reports, there 

was no lightning 
in the area at 

the time.

and no one 
witnessed thor’s 
hand reaching out 

to strike down 
the nazi goliath.

no…neither
lightning nor 

irony were in the air 
that day. four up 
and four down.

bang!

 bang!

another
theory

debunked 
and job 

opportunities 
created. I 
call it a
win-win.
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I’m rotor blade, and 
my investigation was 
into the theory that 
the skin was painted 

with incendiary 
paint and static 
electricity ignited 

the incendiary.

but static electricity was 
known to hover around blimps 

like st. elmo’s fire. and 
there had been no cases of it 
causing a flammable to flame.

the airships 
are well-

grounded even 
when they’re in 

the air.

also, the paint was 
standard issue. the 
skin would burn, but 
it would not burn 
as fast as it did.

we can
color the 

paint theory 
closed.

also, I looked into the 
theory that a rip in the 
fabric that served as 
the skin brought down 

the zeppelin. a rip in the 
right place would let 
hydrogen seep out.

when not 
confined, 
hydrogen 
would’ve 
mixed with 
oxygen and 
a volatile 
situation 
would’ve 

been 
created.

but no one saw a rip 
and no one smelled the 

garlic-saturated 
hydrogen; saturated 

for the sole purpose of 
letting a leak stink.

no, nothing 
smelled rotten 
on the hindenburg 

that day.

six theories 
proposed and 
six theories 
shot down.

so the team did what they 
do best—we put cracked 

heads together.

we read the 
reports and 
examined all 
the data and 
suddenly the 
fog cleared.

‘‘we’ve cracked it!’’
connie shouted and bonnie 

echoed her. and we all knew 
what brought down the mighty 

hindenburg. it was…now, 
wait for it…you’ll never 
guess! here-it-comes…

a lack of

preventive
maintenance!

---

we were just as surprised 
as you are.
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eyewitnesses 
said the four 
daimler-benz 
diesel engines 
were burning 
sparks out 
their exhaust.

‘‘nose’’ witnesses said they 
smelled the unmistakable 
odor of leaking diesel.

when the eyes and 
noses were put 

together, the face 
of the mystery 

became clear. the 
sparks ignited the 

fuel and it was auf 
wiedershen to the 

hindenburg.

we dug a little 
deeper and found 

that the man in 
charge of preventive 
maintenance on those 
engines was adolph 

hitler’s cousin, 
dumbkopf hitler.

when dumbkopf 
should have been 
doing pm on the 
engines, he was 

practicing his nazi 
salute. his salute 
was snappy, but his 

pm was crappy!

is there a 
moral to 
our story?

of course! don’t be 
a dumb-
kopf!

if you’re assigned 
preventive 

maintenance on a 
piece of equipment, 

do it! if you 
don’t, it could be 
disastrous! and 
that’s not just a 
lot of hot air!


