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CATELINE: LAKEHURST
NAVAL A/R STAT/ION, NEW
TERSEY; MAY &, 1937.
THIRTY-SIX PEOPLE DIED
TOPAY WHEN THE ZEPPELIN
L2129 HINPENEBLUREG BURST
INTO A BALL OF FLAME AND
PLUNGED TO THE GROUND.
AT 804 FEET IN LENGTH,
THE HINPENBURG WAS THE
LARGEST RIGID AIRCRAFT
EVER BUILT.
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THE CAUSE OF THE FIRE THAT
LED TO THE PESTRUCTION HAS
NEVER BEEN DETERMINED.
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PREVENTIVE
MANTENANCE
cITY, US4, MAY
6, 2008. AFTER T
YEARS, THE REASON

THE HINDENBURG \
MET ITS FIERY ad
FATE 15 BEING "\J
_~|

INVESTIGATED BY
THE ARMY'S PS5,
THE PREVENTIVE
MANTENANCE
MONTHLY.
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SOMEONE WHO

DID NOT LIKE
A BOMEZ

=7

THE NAZIS PLANT =

e <Zé'

TWO PEOPLE WERE
VIEWED AS POSSIBLE
SUSPECTS. ONE WAS

ERIC SPEHL, A
RIGGER ON THE
HINPENBURG.

THE OTHER WAS
JOSEPH SPAH, AN
ACROBAT.., ALONG

FOR THE RIPE.

SPEHL MAY HAVE
DONE IT OUT OF
LOVE. SPEHL'S
GIRLFRIEND WAS A
COMMLINIST AND SHE
HATEL HITLER AND
HIS& THIRD REICH.

INSTEAD OF A
CIAMONZ, PP SPEHL

NOT LIKELY. $PEHL
PIED IN THE FIRE.
LOVE'S HOT, BUT You
DON'T IMMOLATE

YOURSELF FOR IT.

GIVE HER AN A/RSH/IPZ

I i |
THE INVESTIGATIVE THEN AGAIN; You { MY NAME 15 HALF- / i
ARM OF P5, A.K.A MIGHT AO7. THEIR 1 MAST MCCANICK AND T
CRACKEL, HAS EFFORTS TO SOLVE HEAD THE CRACKEL SPAH, THE \ BUT HE BARELY ESCAPED
YCRACKED"” SOME OF THIS HINDENBURG CASE 7EAM. T GAVE THE ACROBAT, MAY A WITH HIS LIFE AS HE SLID
HISTORY'S GREATEST 7 STARTED BY VERIFYING FIRST ASSIGNMENT TO HAVE DONE IT... AN DOWN A MOORING ROPE TO (4
I MYSTERIES. You OR DEBUNKING THE MYSELF. FOR REVENGE., SAFETY. NO... 5PAH WAS INTO
MIGHT 8AY THEY'RE A OTHER THEORIES HE KNEW THE BACKFLIPS, NOT BOMBS.
[/REAL CRACK TEAM. ABOUT THE TRAGEDY. WAS IT POSSIBLE 2 NAZIS HATEL H —u
THAT SABOTAGE CIRCUSES. THEY P
NN, | BROUGHT DOWN THE £ WEEEITC,E\THEé% ON :
XY z . >
7 u-.] HINDENBLRG? ]
(
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ey MY NAME 1S BONNIE. SO I FILED A IT TURNS OUT, THE MEN
I'M PART OF THE FREEDPOM OF WERENT MEN, BUT
CRACKEL TEAM. INFORMATION ACT BoOys, THE RIFLES
THE HINDENBURG WAS THE MY ASSIGNMENT WAS REQUEST WITH THE WEREN'T RIFLES, BUT
PRIDE OF NAZI GERMANY. THOSE TO INVESTIGATE THE FBl AND J. EDGAR'S FISHING POLES.
NAZIS LIKED THEIR AIRSHIPS, }— RUMOR THAT TWO MEN BOYS COUGHED UP
T ARMED WITH HIGH- THE FILES ON THE

HINDPENBURG. I TOOK
A LONG GANDER AT
THE “7TwWo-MEN-
WITH-RIFLES"
THEORY.

POWEREPD RIFLES
SHOT POWN THE
HINPENBURG.

AVANATY
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ANOTHER
REL
HERRING

AND THE
TWO BOYS
WERE
SPOTTED

\arF7er THE
DISASTER,
NOT
BEFORE!
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I'M CONNIE AND
I'M CRACKEL,
TOO! MY JOB
WAS TO TRACK
DOWN THE TRUTH
ABOUT THE
LUGER P/STOL
FOUNP IN THE
WRECKAGE OF
THE HINPENBURG.

AS THE STORY GOES; A MAN ON
THE YBURG"” WANTED TO ENP IT
ALL. 80 HE PUT THE LUGER TO HIS
HEAD AND PULLEPD THE TRIGGER.

| HeAD...BUT 417

HE M/SSEL HIS
THE ZEPPELIN.

TO HELP CRACK THIS HARD NUT, I CALLED
ON THE WRITERS OF PS. I SET UP
CONPITIONS AS THEY WERE THEN...AND
THE WRITERS WILLINGLY WENT ALONG.

ANOTHER
THEORY
DEBUNKEDP
AND JOB
OPPORTUNITIES
CREATED. I
CALLITA
WIN-WIN.

THREE &P AND
THREE OWN AND
STILL MO ANSWER.
S0 I TOOK
ANOTHER LOOK AT
THE L/IGHTN/ING
THEORY.

DD LIGHTN/NG HIT
THE HINDENBURG?Z

HOW IRONIC WOULD |T [
BE IF 74OR, THE GOD

OF LIGHTNING AND

THUNDER IN GERMANIC

MYTHOLOGY, SENT A

BOLT INTO THE HEART

OF NAZ| PRIPE.

|
THE WEATHER
WAS BAD THAT
DAY. THE
HINPENBURG
HAD BEEN
CIRCLING. ..
DELAYING
ARRIVAL
UNTIL THINGS

77777 L
BUT THINGS é

2/2 CLEAR AND

REPORTS, THERE
WAS AO LIGHTNING
IN THE AREA AT
THE TIME.

ACCORDING TO ALL 7
7
/

AND NO ONE
WITNESSED 7THOR'S
HAND REACHING ouT

TO STRIKE POWN
THE NAZ| GOLIATH.

NO..,NEITHER
L/IGHTN/NG NOR

/RONY WERE IN THE AIR

THAT DAY. FOUR 4P
AND FOUR OWN.
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T'M ROTOR BLADE, AND )
MY INVESTIGATION WAS
INTO THE THEORY THAT
THE SA/V WAS PAINTED
WITH NCENZIARY
PANT AND STATIC
ELECTRICITY IGNITED
THE INCENDIARY.

7

BUT STATIC ELECTRICITY WAS
KNOWN TO HOVER AROUND BLIMPS
LIKE 87, ELMOS FIRE, AND
THERE HAD BEEN NO CASES OF IT
CAUSING A FLAMMABLE TO FLAME.

: ﬁﬂ-—ﬂlv":“‘“_@mlw -

THE AIRSHIPS ALSO, THE PAINT WAS WE CAN
ARE WELL- STANDARPD |SSUE. THE COLOR THE
GROUNPED EVEN SKIN WOULDP BURN, BUT PAINT 7HEORY
WHEN THEY'RE IN IT WOULD ANOT7 BURN CLOSED.

THE AIR. | AS FAST AS IT DID.

ALSO, I LOOKEP INTO THE
THEORY THAT A R/P IN THE
FABRIC THAT SERVED AS
THE SKIN BROUGHT DOWN
THE ZEPPELIN. A RIP IN THE
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] WOLLD'VE
. /Il A_cREATED.

WHEN NOT
=={ CONFINED,
‘ 3] HYDROGEN
= WOULD'VE
( MIXED WITH
-] oxvy@eN ANp
}‘é\\ ( A VOLATILE

SITUATION
BEEN

32

SEP 08

RUEN

3\

-

BUT NO ONE SAW A RIP
AND NO ONE SMELLED THE
GARLIC-SATURATEL
HYDROGEN; SATURATED
FOR THE $OLE PURPOSE OF

LETTING A LEAK STINK.

NO; NOTHING
SMELLED RO7T7EN
ON THE HINDENBURG
THAT DAY.

S/X THEORIES

PROPOSEP AND
/X THEORIES
SHOT DOWN.

AN T [

WE READ THE
REPORTS AND
EXAMINED ALL
THE DATA AND
SUPPDENLY THE
FOG CLEARED.

S0 THE TEAM DID WHAT THEY
DO BEST-WE PUT CRACKEL
HEADS TOGETHER.

‘WEVE CRACKEL /7!

CONNIE SHOUTED AND BONNIE
ECHOED HER. AND WE ALL KNEW
WHAT BROUGHT POWN THE MIGHTY
HINDENBURG. IT WAS...NOW,
WAIT FOR IT...YOU'LL NEVER
GUESS! HERE-IT-COMES. .,

A LAk OF

PREVENTIVE
MANTENANCE !

WE WERE JUST AS SURPRISED
AS YOl ARE.

SEP 08



EYEWITNESSES
SAIP THE FOUR
DAIMLER-BENZ
DIESEL ENGINES
WERE BURNING
SPARKS OUT
THEIR EXHAUST.

‘WOSE” WITNESSES SAIP THEY
SMELLED THE UNMISTAKABLE
OPOR OF LEAKING PIESEL.

WHEN THE EYES AND
NOSES WERE PUT
TOGETHER, THE FACE
OF THE MYSTERY
BECAME CLEAR. THE
SPARKS IGNITED THE
FUEL AND IT WAS A4~
W/IECERSHEN TO THE
HINPENBURG.

WE DUG A LITTLE
DEEPER AND FOUND
THAT THE MAN IN
CHARGE OF PREVENTIVE
MAINTENANCE ON THOSE
ENGINES WAS ADOLPH
HITLER'S COUSIN,
PUMBKOPF HITLER.

WHEN DUMBKOPF
SHOULD HAVE BEEN
DOING PM ON THE
ENGINES, HE WAS
PRACTICING HIS NAZ|
SALUTE. HIS SALUTE
WAS SNAPPY, BUT HIS
PM WAS CRAPPY!

15 THERE A
MORAL TO
OUR STORY?Z

PONT BE
A CumE-

M{’
~

SN

IF YOU'RE ASSIGNEDP
PREVENTIVE
MAINTENANCE ON A
PIECE OF EQUIPMENT,
po /7! IF You
DON'T, IT COULD BE
| olsasTrROLS ! AND
THAT'S NOT7T JUST A
LOT OF HoT A/R!




