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Unlined M2 machine gun barrels don’t know when to leave. Even though the Army 
hasn’t bought any of the barrels in years, they keep showing up in units. And they’re 
bad news. 
 Unlined barrels wear out 80 percent faster than lined ones and they shoot saboted 
light armor penetrator (SLAP) ammo very inaccurately. So armorers need to line out 
any unlined barrels in their unit. 
 The easiest way to tell if a 
barrel is unlined is to check the 
part number on the outside of 
the barrel. A lined barrel has a 
part number of 7266131. Any 
other number means the barrel is 
unlined. 
 Turn in any unlined barrels 
you find. They should not be 
used for anything, even training. 
 Order a lined barrel with NSN 
1005-00-726-6131.
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