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• Competent Authority Approvals (CAA). CAAs are used on OCONUS 
HAZMAT shipments when the 49 Code of Federal Regulations (49 CFR) specifies 
the packaging must comply with the shipper’s national CAA, when the package 
of materials exceeds the non-bulk packaging criteria, or when the packaging 
conflicts with the prescribed packaging of the modal regulations. A CAA issued 
for international shipments may also be used for domestic shipments. 
• Department of Transportation Special Permit (DOT-SP). DOT-SPs are 
used for HAZMAT shipments within the continental United States that are not 
authorized by 49 CFR. It provides authority to use a design-type package without 
further testing.
• Certificate of Equivalency (COE). A COE is issued when an alternate 
packaging design from the one prescribed in 49 CFR is used. A COE may be used 
for domestic shipments of HAZMAT. It may also be used for OCONUS shipments 
if the airport of destination is a DoD activity and the material will not leave the 
activity. A COE certifies that the proposed packaging design equals or exceeds the 
requirements of 49 CFR for the commodity being shipped. 
• Military Air Transportation Waiver (MILAIR Waiver). A MILAIR Waiver is 
issued for either packaging or compatibility. A packaging or compatibility MILAIR 
Waiver is needed when a HAZMAT shipment does not meet the requirements of 
the Joint Military Publication, TM 38-250, Preparing Hazardous Materials for 
Military Air Shipments.
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Saving your back is heavy stuff! In 
2007, a specialist at Ft Carson suffered 
a herniated disk as he repetitively lifted 
heavy equipment from the ground to 
install them on a HMMWV. A severe 
sharp pain in his back and back spasms 
resulted in a hospital visit and lost time 
while he was on medical quarters. 
 When moving heavy items, use 
proper lifting techniques. This link to 
the National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health (NIOSH) Pub 94-
110, Revised NIOSH Lifting Equation, 
provides proper lifting information: 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/94-110/
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