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WHAT KEEPS ‘EM GOING?

hi, andrew! welcome 
back. I heard you 

were on leave.

need a 
haircut?
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just thought 
I’d stop by to 
say hi and get 
a quick clean-

up cut.

how’s 
everyone 
doing?

fine… 
just fine, 
andrew.

so how 
long 

you here 
for, 
son?

for a 
month, sir. 
then I’m 

going back 
to the 

sandbox.

I see a parade is coming 
through town. look at 

those old military vehicles. 
what keeps ‘em going?

what keeps ‘em 
going is a lot 
of pmcs…but 
in small doses.

but does pmcs 
keep ‘em going for 

this long…year 
after year?

good question. 
it takes more 
than pmcs 

or preventive 
maintenance 
to keep ‘em 
going…year 
after year.

I’d say 
so.

for instance, our 
equipment in iraq 
is in rough shape, 
even though we’ve 
done our pmcs.

most of the army’s 
equipment is going 

through a refurbishment 
process that’s 
called reset.

in tech talk, 
reset is 

a series of 
actions…

…to restore a 
unit to a combat-

ready status 
for future
missions.

the program consists 
of three components: 

repair, replace 
and recapitalize.

this 
feller 
really 
knows 

his 
stuff!
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in a nutshell, it 
means the vehicle 
is repaired to a 

like-new condition…

…or that it’s 
brought back to 

specifications that 
meet the army’s

maintenance
standards.

so when the vehicle  
comes back from a 
reset program, 

you’re good to go!

well… 
almost.

once a reset 
vehicle is received 

back into the unit, it 
needs a fine-tooth 
comb inspection.

reports from the 
field say that some 
of the checks and 

services or repairs 
on reset vehicles 

were missed 
along the way.

for 
instance?

missing data plates…wrong 
u-joints…over-spray on cylinder 

rods… problems with engine parts 
or tire stem valves…unhooked 
wires…or wrong fluid levels. 

sounds 
like you 
really 
need to 

check out 
a reset 
vehicle!

you got it, andrew! and 
once you’ve given a reset 

vehicle a close eyeball 
inspection, it needs to be 
taken on a test run…

…to see if there 
are any problems…

before you go
on a mission.

that 
makes 
sense!

you want 
to catch 

the 
problem 
sooner 
rather 
than 

later.

what happens 
if you find some-
thing that needs 

attention?

at that point, 
you’ll shut down 

the vehicle in 
the motorpool, 

and…

…contact your maintenance 
supervisor, who will get a 

hold of the hand-off team that 
accepts the vehicle on post.
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records need 
to be made of the 
problem areas for 

that specific vehicle. 
soldiers should not 
continue operating 

the vehicle!

all finished… 
cut and  

polished, son.

is 
andrew 
still 
here?

hi, lauren. 
how’s the 
family?

they’re 
fine, 

thanks!

andrew…
there you 

are.

come on…or we’ll 
miss the parade.

okay lauren… 
be right with 

you.

I got more 
than just 
a hair cut 

today. thanks 
for all the 
great info.

by the way…
how do you 

know so much 
about army 
equipment?

let’s just say 
that when it 
comes to the 

army’s equpment, 
I’ve been around 

the block a 
time or two!

there…
finished!
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bye…see you 
again in a couple 

of weeks.

hey, pops…
how’s the 

bike running?

just like the 
first day I rode 
it…a long time 
ago. back when I 

was his age.


