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some people 
are aware of the 

stories about 
daredevils who 

tried to conquer  
niagara falls. 
some made it… 

and some didn’t.

our story takes 
place in 1901. a 
retired 63-year 

old school 
teacher, annie 

taylor, decided 
she would ‘give 

it a go’.

annie picked 
up some pm 

pointers from a 
former student 
along the way. 

those same 
pointers saved 

her life.

this barrel 
looks like 
it will do.

hmm…teacher, 
don’t you 

want to test 
it first for 

leaks and poor 
construction?

I’ve got a list 
of checks and 
services you 
might want to 
think about. so now 

you 
want to 

teach the 
teacher?

yes’m. I heard you 
were thinking about 

going over the 
falls in a barrel.

you 
heard 
right!
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later, in a 
small nearby 

pond…

the 
next 
day…

well, don’t you want 
to look at this list 

I put together?

what 
list?

this list… of pm 
checks that you 
need to look at 
before you head 
over the falls.

pm checks? what are 
you talking about?

this list has 
preventive maintenance 
checks to make sure 

that barrel is in 
tip-top shape.

thanks, sonny, 
but I think 
this barrel 

will do 
just fine.

what? don’t 
you want to 

give the barrel 
a trial run?

will it 
even 

float?

later, in a 
nearby small 

pond…

okay… we’ll 
soon know if 
the barrel is 
water-tight.

it’s-it’s 
leaking 

like a 
sieve!

so… do 
you want to 
take a look 
at this pm 
list now?

ahh… 
maybe 

tomorrow 
when I’m 
dry?

the 
next 
day…

are you 
ready to 

take a look 
at this pm 

list?

ok. 
show 

me what 
you’ve 
got.

this pm list 
shows what 
checks you 

need to look 
at before a 
barrel even 
gets close 

to the water.

let’s get 
to work.

you
know…

the child
might
have a
point!

that child is
smarter than

I thought.

guess I
should

look at his
PM list.
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at the end of 
the day…

a week later…

let’s 
see.

first… 
look for 
stress 
cracks 
in the 
wood 

staves.

second… 
make sure 

the barrel’s 
bung is in 
place… 

and good 
and tight.

no problem.
check the 
metal 

hoops for a 
tight fit.

eyeball the 
hoop rivets 
for rust.got 

it.

next, inspect the padding 
inside the barrel for rips and 
tears. replace any padding 

that’s missing or in bad shape.

got it.

this pointer 
says to put 

boiled linseed 
oil on the 

wood staves.

that’s because 
oil prevents 

drying, cracking 
and splintering.

at the end of 
the day…

well, we’re 
at the end of 

the list.

I hope these 
checks and 
services 
pay off!

just remember 
that you need 
to do these 

checks again.

they 
will.

again? 
when? 

before I 
go over 

the falls?

you bet! set up a 
reliable timetable 
of these checks 

and services.

a week later…

good 
luck.
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down, down, down 
the barrel tumbled 
in the grip of the 
great cataract. 

slammed by 
the rapids 
first one 
way, then 
another…

…annie 
was sure 
she hit 

the rocks.

yet, just 17 minutes 
later, her barrel 

drifted close 
enough to the 

canadian shore…

…to be hooked 
and dragged onto 

a rock ledge.

and so on that 
historic day, 

october 24, 1901, 
annie taylor was 
the first person 

to set out to 
conquer niagara 

falls in a barrel.

after climbing 
into her airtight 
barrel, air was 
pumped into the 
barrel with a 
bicycle pump, 
raising the 

pressure to
30 psI.

and so on that 
historic day, 

october 24, 1901, 
annie taylor was 
the first person 

to set out to 
conquer niagara 

falls in a barrel.

after climbing 
into her airtight 
barrel, air was 
pumped into the 
barrel with a 
bicycle pump, 
raising the 

pressure to
30 psI.

down, down, down 
the barrel tumbled 
in the grip of the 
great cataract. 

slammed by 
the rapids 
first one 
way, then 
another…

…annie 
was sure 
she hit 

the rocks.

yet, just 17 minutes 
later, her barrel 

drifted close 
enough to the 

canadian shore…

…to be hooked 
and dragged onto 

a rock ledge.
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though bruised and 
battered, she made it.

though bruised and 
battered, she made it.

I’m sure 
glad young 

master half-
Mast helped 

me out.

those pm pointers 
on that fateful 
day helped save 

annie’s life.

whether you’re 
going over niagara 
falls in a barrel 

or driving a 
stryker down a 

street in baghdad, 
good pm helps 

keep you in 
one piece!

no one ought 
to ever do 
that again.


