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Preventive Measures
 Take preventive measures to make sure all tow bar components work, especially in 
unusual conditions. Remember the following:
• In dusty and sandy areas, remove dust and sand from tow bar components when not  
in use. If you don’t, that could keep the tow bar from moving like it should. 
• In cold weather, keep water and moisture out of the tow bar. Otherwise, ice may form 
and jam moving parts. Manually move the male leg through the entire range at intervals 
to keep it from freezing. And be sure to keep the tow bar inside when not in use. 
• In hot and humid climates, wipe the tow bar dry when you’re done with it so that 
moisture won’t cause corrosion.

 Check welded joints for cracks and for bent tow bar components. Replace bent or 
cracked components. 
 Some tow bars show their age through cracks and wallowing at the adjustment pin 
holes. You should:
• Look at all adjustment pin holes 
on the tow bar legs. If you spot 
any cracks at these holes, order 
the necessary replacement leg. Use 
this chart as a quick reference:
• If there are no cracks, look for 
pin holes that are wallowed out. 
That means they’re no longer 
round, but are oblong. Check the 
diameter of any odd-looking holes 
using calipers.
 On the male legs, the largest 
acceptable hole diameter is 25/32 
inch. On the fixed and moveable 
legs, the max diameter is 51/64 
inch. Replace any leg that has 
holes larger than these diameters.
 Legs that pass these inspections still need attention. Deburr the pin holes that need 
it using emery cloth or sandpaper. Clean the holes with a dry cloth and apply corrosion 
preventive compound, such as NSN 8030-00-837-6557 or NSN 8030-00-546-8637.
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Male legswith the army’s current 
optempo, tow bars get 
used more than ever!

that’s why it’s 
important to check 

them out for wear that 
can make them unsafe.

tow bar, nsn 4910-
01-365-9304, is used 
for vehicles weighing 
up to 39,000 pounds.

tm 9-4910-593-12&p 
gives you detailed 
maintenance and 

operator’s info for 
this tow bar.

but keep reading 
to get advice on 

basic checks.

checking your 
tow bars for 
wear now can 

keep you out of 
trouble later.
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