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Dear Half-Mast,
 How do you get the
L-shaped white plastic 
device that shows your rifle 
or carbine’s bolt can’t go 
forward? We need it for 
deployment.
            SGT H.O.

If you gunners have trouble remembering how to headspace and time your M2 
machine gun, you can now download a video that shows you the entire procedure.
 Just go to: https://aeps-demo2.ria.army.mil/Services/

Training/50Cal/headspac/headspac.cfm
 You will need to use your AKO login and password. 
 The video is large and takes quite a while to download, even with a good Internet 
connection. If you have problems downloading it, you can get a DVD of the video 
from your local TACOM-RI logistics assistance representative, DOL, or Army 
Learning Center. 
 A poster and smart card of the procedure are also available. Your pubs clerk can 
order the poster with DA PAM 750-98 and the smart card with GTA 09-06-045. 
Armorers should order a smart card for every M2 gunner in their unit so that they can 
keep a copy in their pocket.

Dear Sergeant H.O.,
 The technical name for the device is safety 
indicator, but it’s also known as a chamber 
plug, chamber flag, or bolt block. You can order 
it with NSN 1005-00-418-8557 
for 14 cents.

M16-Series Rifle, M4/M4A1 Carbine…

Safety Indicator for Deployment?

M2 Machine Gun…

Headspacing Video Available
hey, this video makes 

the whole headspacing 
and timing business 

simple to understand.

it’s simply 
excellent.

https://aeps-demo2.ria.army.mil/Services/Training/50Cal/headspac/headspac.cfm

