HMMWV...

WHICH TORQUE 15 RIGHT?
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; =
- 7 /

BELIEVE IT OR
NOT -- THE TM
16 WRONEG !
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Dear Half-Mast,

I'm having problems with the tordue specs for the locknuts on the upper
ball joint in front of my M298A1 HMMWV. Page 6-58 of TM 9-2320-
280-20-2 tells me to torque the locknuts to 37 lb-ft, but when | did that,
a couple of the bolts broke. | also broke a couple of replacement bolts. The
bolts didn't even make it to 30 Ib-ft when they snapped off!/ What tordque
should | really be using?

SGT T.C.B.

Dear Sergeant T.C.B.,

Having your bolts snap off as you follow the TM’s guidance on torquing
would make some people want to snap! Here'’s what you need to know.

If your HMMWYV is an A0 or Al model, and it hasn’t been upgraded with a
suspension kit, then there should be °/15-18 bolts, NSN 5306-00-226-4829, holding
ball joints to the control arm. The right torque for this bolt is 21 Ib-ft.

If your truck has been upgraded with a suspension kit, or if you have an
A2 model, */s-24 bolts, NSN 5305-01-412-5994, should be installed and
torqued to 37 Ib-ft. TACOM will update the manuals to eliminate

the torque confusion. 4’/#_ M “J,_
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