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Mechanics, when you need to get a fuel sample from your AH-64 during the cold 
season, be prepared!
 Cold weather affects aircraft in many 
different ways. Sometimes when you 
depress the fuel sump drain control to 
get a fuel sample, the valve sticks open. 
 If that happens, fuel pours out of the 
drain cock all over you and the ground. 
Then you’ve got a HAZMAT problem.
 So, when you go to get your fuel 
sample, take the proper hand tools with 
you just in case the valve port sticks 
open. You may have to use a tool to 
manually close the valve if it sticks open 
after you’ve taken a sample. 
 If that happens, put the hand tool 
into the port to force the valve closed. 
 Without the proper hand tool, you’ll 
have to rush back to the hangar looking 
for something to close a stuck valve. By 
that time, gallons of fuel can spill on the 
ground. 
 In the end, what was supposed to be a simple task turns into a messy situation. So 
don’t let the cold stick you!
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