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Adjust Speed to Conditions
 Adjust your speed to road conditions. Steep hills, sharp curves and ice- or snow-
covered roads mean trouble if you don’t!
 And on a slick road, don’t count on your brakes to stop you. Slamming on the brakes 
will make your vehicle slide.

 If you skid, take your foot off of the throttle and steer in the direction the rear of the vehicle 
is headed. If driving a tractor-trailer, steer away from the direction of the sliding trailer. Don’t 
oversteer. Steer just enough to correct the skid.

Wheeled 
Vehicles… driving in winter

operators, you 
should take extra 
caution while driving 

in the winter, all 
skidding aside.

in fact, extra 
caution is helpful 
while driving in all 
adverse conditions.

drive safely by 
using the guidance 

found in your 
vehicle’s -10 tm.

plus heed the 
following tips to 
prevent a problem 

down the road.

also, look ahead for 
dangers and keep your eyes 
moving. be ready to react 
or stop at all times. when 
stopping, aim to stop 20 to 
30 feet short to allow for 

unexpected trouble.

use enough power 
to help you 

around curves and 
to hold traction—
the all-important 

grip your tires 
have on the road.

be especially cautious on sharp curves.
never go too fast or centrifugal force will sling 
you off the road, creating a bad day for both you 
and your unit. so slow down before going into a 

curve or downgrade. engine drag helps, too.
just ease off the throttle.

if the road ahead 
looks clean, don’t 

be fOoled.

bridges and 
Overpasses 
freeze first.

cross safely by going 
easy on the throttle 
with no braking or 

quick steering.

slick, icy spots 
form at the 

bottom of hills, 
on bridges, and 

in shaded areAs in 
cold weather.

that’s it!
stay cool and 
steer into the 
direction we’re 

skidding!

cold air passes under 
them, the pavement 
cools quicker, and 

water freezes.
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Climbing Hills
 When climbing a hill, momentum and traction are your friends. However, you call the 
shots. Remember:
• If momentum is too slow for wheel speed, the result is lost traction and the  
wheels spin.
• If momentum is too fast for wheel speed, that also results in lost traction and the 
vehicle skids. 
• If the momentum is in tune with wheel speed, you have traction and good control.

No Shady Shifting
 Watch shifts, especially downshifts. Downshifts can break traction, so make each shift 
as smooth as possible. With a manual transmission, you could get over the top of the 
grade using one or two gears higher than you’d use under ideal conditions.
 On a dry road, you might want to shift down to a lower gear to use the engine as a 
brake. On ice, that can cause problems. The engine holding back your wheels is applying 
force to them just as the brakes would do. It can throw you into a skid. So if you feel your 
vehicle start to slide, speed up until your wheels are no longer sliding.

 Keep tires in good 
condition and properly 
inflated to help traction. 
Distribute loads evenly and 
place partial loads over the 
rear axle. Avoid poor driving, 
like quick starts, sudden stops 
and sharp turns. They cause 
you to lose traction.

Safe Braking
 If you have conventional hydraulic brakes, pumping ‘em is permitted. But if your vehicle 
has anti-lock brakes (ABS), do not pump them. Apply firm, even pressure instead. And if 
you have air brakes, apply light, steady pressure. Don’t pump ‘em.
 If your vehicle has a Jacobs brake (known as a Jake brake), don’t use it in slippery 
conditions.
 In icy conditions, it takes more distance—up to 12 times as far—to stop. So make sure 
you allow plenty of room to stop.

 On hills, the more momentum you 
have, the less traction you need. It’s a 
good idea to let the vehicles ahead of 
you make it to the top first. Then you 
won’t have to stop half-way up. And 
remember to keep your distance.

 Get a running start 
so when you reach the 
peak, you’ve got enough 
momentum left to get you 
over. Try to get to the top 
of the hill in one smooth 
uninterrupted run.

Tire Tips

and never 
slam on the 

brakes!

front wheels 
lock with 

heavy braking 
and you lose 

steering.

tire chains Help You complete 
missions iN heaVy Snow And iCe!
for the word on chains, see

https://www.logsa.army.mil/
psmag/archives/ps2006/648/

648-10-11.pdf

lay back…keep 
moving slowly ‘til 

he gets to the 
top of the hill.

y’gotta ease 
down on my 
accelerator!

never go too fast 
or the centrifugal 
force will sling 

you off the road!

hey! how 
‘bout some 
tire chains 

here?!

660.10-11.indd   1-2 9/24/07   6:27:25 PM

https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2006/648/648-10-11.pdf

