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 Any time you compress air, it can’t hold as much moisture, so the moisture 
condenses. And cooling air produces more condensation, even in dry places like 
the desert. Over time, that moisture rusts through the tank.
 The remedy is simple and takes only a few minutes: Drain the air receiver tank. 
Do that by shutting down the compressor after each operation and opening the 
drain valve underneath the tank. If it’s rainy or humid, open the valve daily. You 
can also release air (but not water) from the tank by tugging on the relief valve. 
Either way, drain out all air until the pressure gauge reads 0.

NSN 4820-00-752-9040, drain valve
NSN 4820-00-150-2035, relief valve

 Remember to check the air receiver tank for leaks. 
Start the compressor and build up some air pressure 
in the tank. Then dribble soapy water over valves, 
fittings and welds. Expanding soap bubbles mean 
the tank’s got a leak. Tell your unit mechanic.
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after you’ve drained 
the tank, try to turn the 
drain valve and relief 

valve by hand.

if they’re loose, 
tighten them. if they’re 

damaged, replace 
them with these:

your 5-cfm 
reciprocating air 
compressor, nsn 

4310-00-843-8885, is 
a versatile tool to 

have around the shop.

among 
other 

things, it 
can power 
pneumatic 
tools…

don’t take the 
compressor 
for granted.

with all it 
does for you, 

you owe it some 
preventive 

maintenance.

here’s a bit of pm you 
may have overlooked…

Open drain valve 
after each operation

Open relief valve 
to release warm air

Drain air until pressure 
gauge reads zero

This last NSN replaces 
NSN 4820-00-477-7958, 

listed as Item 3 in Fig 14 
of TM 5-4310-276-24P.

…blow 
dust 

out of 
clogged 

air 
filters,…

…and 
inflate 

the tires 
on your 
vehicle.

Make a note 
in your TM 
until it’s 
updated.
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