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Any time you compress air, it can’t hold as much moisture, so the moisture
condenses. And cooling air produces more condensation, even in dry places like
the desert. Over time, that moisture rusts through the tank.

The remedy is simple and takes only a few minutes: Drain the air receiver tank.
Do that by shutting down the compressor after each operation and opening the
drain valve underneath the tank. If it’s rainy or humid, open the valve daily. You
can also release air (but not water) from the tank by tugging on the relief valve.
Either way, drain out all air until the pressure gauge reads 0.
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Remember to check the air receiver tank for leaks.
Start the compressor and build up some air pressure
in the tank. Then dribble soapy water over valves,
fittings and welds. Expanding soap bubbles mean
the tank’s got a leak. Tell your unit mechanic.
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