M56 Smoke
Generator...

FOG OIL VALVE ON ALL NIGHT.

Dear Editor,

FOREVER TO
GET THIS BABY

DRY OUT WET TGNITER
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MAYBE NOT.
TRY THIS

o e SUGGESTION.

STARTED!

Orne of the most common mistakes M56 smoke generator crews make is
to leave the fog oil valve on at shutdown. This can let fog oil drip into the
turbine if the fog oil check valve isn't seating snugly. Then when it's time to
start up again, fog oil is blown onto the igniter. You can't fire up the turbine.

So no smoking.

We've found the best way to
deal with a wet igniter is for the
repairman to disconnect it and lay
it on top of the turbine housing.
Hit the start button for the turbine
(see the igniter test warnings in
Malfunction 14 in TM 3-104O-
282-20). If the igniter sparks, you
don't have a wet igniter problem.

Lay igniter on fan enclosure and see if it sparks

y

If it doesn't spark: try blow drying the igniter with an air hose. Do the
spark test again. If the igniter sparks, you're back in business. If it doesh't,
you may need to replace the igniter. Make sure you follow up by cleaning the
fog oil check valve to prevent more fog oil from dripping into the turbine.

See Para 2-13 in the TM.

SSG
US Army Chemical School
Ft Leonard Wood, MO

Editor’s note: Your suggestion
should ignite many M56s. Thanks.




