
 Armorers—Do the PMCS check in Item 14 on WP  0010 00-23 in TM 9-1005-213-
23&P (Change 2). Check the receiver for cracks or movement of riveted components. 
Rivets are allowed to turn as long as there’s no movement of riveted components. Item 
14 says “If there are more than a total of eight loose rivets on the receiver or more 
than six loose rivets on the top plate, bottom plate or trunnion block, send to direct 
support.” Disregard that. That will be changed to say “If there is movement of riveted 
components, send to direct support.”
 Direct support—Verify that there is 
movement of riveted components. If 
there is, the M2 is unservicable and must 
be turned in for overhaul. 
 But it is OK for the feed pawl brackets 
to have some movement. The maximum 
allowable looseness or gap permitted 
between the belt holding ammo brackets 
and the side plates is 0.010 inch. The 
receiver is unservicable if a 0.010 feeler 
gauge passes through the area between 
the rivets. 

 If you have questions, contact TACOM’s Walter Hilliard at DSN 793-2261/(309) 782-
2261 or email walter.hilliard@us.army.mil
 Or you can contact TACOM’s Dongil Juhn at DSN 793-0242/(309) 782-0242 or email 
dongil.juhn@us.army.mil

M2 Machine Gun…

How Loose Can Rivets Be?
I’m just not 

sure how loose 
your rivets

can be…

well… 
let’s 
find 
out!

that’s 
a good 

question, 
one that has 

armorers 
and their 

direct 
support 
confused 
about m2 

machine gun 
rivets.

here’s 
the 

straight 
scoop…

Does feeler gauge pass between rivets?


