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In the classic story “The Wizard of Oz” Dorothy’s house got caught in a whirlwind. 
Who would have guessed the house would come to rest in the land of Oz on top of 
the Wicked Witch of the East?
 An AH-64D in a whirlwind of sand won’t know where it’s going either, mechanics, 
if you don’t keep the helicopter air data system (HADS) probes free of sand, dirt and 
grime.
 The HADS gives pilots and copilots readings on air speed and directional control. 
If the probes are plugged, the HADS can’t tell the crew where they’re going or how 
fast they’re getting there. The bird will be like Dorothy’s house in the wind.
 If the system fails or the probes get clogged, the aircraft is NMC until they are 
replaced. That means—to simple, regular maintenance—you’ve added complicated 
pitot static tube checks and HADS leak checks.

AH-64D…

Where’s Your Bird Going?
everything that’s 
got a cover will 

be covered.

look’s 
like I’m 
covered!

save yourself some 
maintenance trouble by 

keeping the hads probes 
covered when the bird

is not flying.

Keep HADS 
clean


