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G ritty grease chews up the teeth on the hydraulic excavator’s swing bearing ring 
gear. And by the time you hear the sound of wear—gear grinding during traversing—
it’s just plain too late. The ring gear’s teeth are worn, repairs are needed and costs 
are high.
 Remove the swing bearing’s 
access cover to eyeball the ring 
gear. Look at the ring to see 
how much grease and grit have 
built up.
 If you see a heavy coating 
with too much crud, wipe it off 
with a clean rag. Add grease so 
it’s 1/2 to 1-inch deep from the 
bottom of the ring gear. But too 
much grease can damage the 
swing gearbox seal. So remove 
any grease that’s over the top of 
the swing drive pinion.
 You’ll find this info on Page 
15-2 of TM 5-3805-280-10.

HYEX… Swing 
Bearing 
Chatter

the right 
amount of lube 
will help keep 
gritty grease 
gremlins away.

but too 
much lube 
can damage 
the seal and 
let in dust, 
dirt, sand, 
and water.

Add grease 1/2 to 1 inch deep

Access cover to swing gear


