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Say it to yourself over and over—never steer 
the excavator during construction operations.
 Turning the wheel while using the dozer blade 
puts so much stress on the track that it can be 
thrown. Thrown track can crack road wheels, 
bend road arms and rip actuators from the hull.
 And forget about sharp turns during other 
operations. You can throw a track that way, too.
 If you have to make a turn while pushing a 
load, use the excavator’s tilt cylinders, but not 
the steering wheel. That’s hands off!

 When the back ripper shanks are 
used, the excavator should be operated 
in the EARTHMOVING MODE with the 
transmission in FIRST SPEED REVERSE only.

Ripper Shank Info

 All four rippers must be used at the 
same time or in symmetrical pairs.

 Drive the excavator in a straight line 
whilie ripping. Do not turn the excavator 
while using the rippers. The side strain 
from the rippers can break off the blade.

 Do not use 
the rippers 
in rock or for 
deep ripping.

DEUCE… Steer Clear of Steering

you’ll find 
this same info 
on pages 73-75 
of tm 5-2430-

200-10.

While pushing a load, use the
tilt cylinders, not the steering wheel


