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If you’re in a war zone and firing your rifle or machine gun repeatedly every day, 
you can’t give your weapon the same PM that you do after a trip to the firing range. 
It needs more attention if you want to be sure it will protect you in battle. 
 What usually needs more attention is the barrel. Lots of rounds fired means lots 
more carbon buildup in the barrel, especially around the chamber. Too much carbon 
around the chamber prevents a round from fully chambering. The weapon jams–not 
too great in a firefight. 
 So after a long day of firing, make sure you thoroughly clean your weapon, 
especially around the chamber and in the rest of the barrel. 
 You’ll be glad you did.

Pay Attention to Barrel in Wartime

Dear Half-Mast,
Is there a bracket for 
mounting sights on the 
M2 machine gun?  

      CW2 A.A.  

Dear Chief A.A.,
Yes, there is. Order it 
with NSN 5340-01-502-
7233.

Small Arms…

M2 
Machine 
Gun…

NSN for Mounting Bracket?
hot dog! 
there is a 
mounting 

bracket for 
my sight!

half-mast 
comes 

through 
for us 
again.

well, I
did every-
thing the 

operator’s 
manual said 

to do.

I guess 
that takes 

care of
everything.

hold it right there! 
you’ve been firing me in 

battle all day!

my barrel 
needs more 
cleaning!!
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