1T WAS A PERFECT SPRING
DAY IN THE SMALL TOWN of
{EELSBORO. BUSINESS Was

BOOMING FOR ALL THE
GHOPKEEPERS IN TOWN..,
SAVE ONE,
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SANE HANC-
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THATS /1T,

IF WE DON'T
SELL SOME
SHOES
SOON.., WE'LL
BE o7 OF
A BlUSINESS !




I KNOW, SAM. IF ' T sNOoW SOME-

ONLY YOou couLp

ONE WOLLLD BUY

MAKE BETTER

I KNOW
QUALITY 15
OUR LIFE-

BLOOD. IT'S
THE ONLY
WAY WE CAN
COMPETE WITH
THE BIG SHOE
COMPANIES.

WHAT THE.., Z!
MARTHA!
COME HERE!

YOU'RE WHAT 15 IT

NoT SAMZ ARE
THEY HERE
TO CLOSE
us POWN
ALREADYZ

GONNA
BELIEVE

MARTHA! I'M DOING THE
BEST I CAN BUT MY TOOLS

BUT...|IT'6 NOT MY FAULT,
ARE FALLING AFPART.

i

WITH HEAVY HEARTS,
SAM AND MARTHA
CLOSE THEIR gHOP

FOR THE DAY.

SHORT OF A
MIRACLE, THEY
KNOW THAT THE

SHOE STORE

WILL NEVER

OPEN AGAIN.

I...T CAN'T
BELIEVE IT!

LOOK AT ALL
THESE SHOES!
WHERE COULDP
THEY HAVE COME

AND LOOK AT THE
CRAFTSMANSH/IP!
THESE ARE THE
BEST-MADE SHOES
I'VE EVER SEEN!

THE NEXT

MORNING

IN THEIR
APARTMENT
BEHIND THE
SHOE-
STORE...

I GUESS THAT'S /7,

BILLS PILING UP AND OUR
SHOES NOT SELLING,

MARTHA. WITH ALL THESE
WE'RE RL/INEL.

SAM!
WHAT'LL

( I SUPPOSE I'DP BETTER
START PACKING THINGS UP.

THEY'LL WANT US TO GET

OUT PRETTY SOON.
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WHO COULD 7447
BEZ THE SHOP'S NOT
SUPPOSEP TO OPEN
FOR ANOTHER HOUR!

THANK
YOoUu FOR
OPENING

MAR 07



[ T know s earLy, BUT H Do you CERTAINLY, AFTER THE OH; SAM!... T'VE NEVER SEEM
s I'M LATE FOR AN IMPOR- HAVE SIR. WoULD LAST PAR WHAT A ANYTHING LIKE IT!
& TANT BUSINESS MEETING pmr ANYTHING YOU LIKE TO OF SHOES 15 WONPERFUL ~ & 3 CAN YOU BELIEVE
b AND MY SHOES JusT IN A SIZE TRY THESE SOLD... DAY! I A 4 ITZ THE WAY CUS-

FELL APART ON ME. 10122 |G By ) y TOMERS WERE BID-

DING AGAINST EACH
OTHER TO BUY
THOSE SHOESZ

SAM.., T STILL DO YOU THINK LATER, AT
CAN'T FIGURE IT'LL HAPPEN THE STROKE
OUT WHERE AGAIN TONIGHT OF MIDNIGHT...
THOSE SHOES T
CAME FROM.
|\ MAYBE WE g — R
L= ! y )
. | f
A
a q

SHOULD SsTAY
uP AND SEE
WHAT HAPPENS.
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((""c\;:: )

TI'LL BE SURE TO

THESE ARE THE MOST TELL EVERYONE AND THUS BEGAN THE
COMFORTABLE SHOES I KNow ABouT MOST PROFITABLE DAY
I'VE EVER WORN! YOUR SHOP! EVER FOR THE SHOE-
MAKER AND HIS WIFE...

Cl‘ :Jou x THANK
TN e you, SIR!
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MORNING,
5:00 AM....

EXCELLENT
WORK,; MY
FELLOW ELVES!

I THINK THIS
15 OUR BEST
BUNCH OF
SHOES YET!
L~

WE'D BETTER BE
LEAVING THOUGH.
THE SHOEMAKER
WILL AWAKEN
SOON.

YES..,AND WE'VE
GOT A LOT OF
PM TO DO ON

OUR SHOEMAKING
TOOLS BEFORE
WE CAN RETIRE!

AS A MATTER OF
FACT, THERE /5.
WE'VE GOTTEN A
GOOPD LOOK AT
YOUR SHOEMAKING
TOOLS THE LAST
TWO NIGHTS.

I'D ALWAYS
JUST REPLACEL
MY TOOLS AS
THEY WORE OUT.

BUT WE RAN
OUT OF MONEY
AND COULDN'T
AFFORP TO BUY
NEW ONES.

SAVED OUR
BUSINESS!
16 THERE
ANYTHING
WE CAN PO
TO REPAY
youz

THERE’S NOTHING
WRONG WITH THESE
TOOLS THAT A
LITTLE PREVENTIVE
MANTENANCE
WON'T FIX!

AND THIS AWL
WILL WORK JUST
FINE IF YOU

SHARPEN THE TIP
AND SAND DOWN
THE HANDLE.

THESE SHEARS
JUST NEED TO
BE SHARPENED
AND GIVEN A
LIGHT OILING.
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IF YOU'D CLEAN OUT THE
OLD GREASE ON THIS
SHOE FORM AND PUT

ON A FRESH COAT, IT'LL

WORK AS GOOP AS NEW.

SAND THE RLST OFF
THIS PUNCH TOOL AND
IT'LL WORK JUST FINE
FOR YEARS TO COME.

YOU &EE, IT WASN'T YOUR
CRAFTSMANSHIP THAT
RESULTED IN POORLY-

MADE SHOES. YOU JUST

PIPN'T TAKE GOOD CARE

OF YOUR TOOLS WITH PM.

OH; SAM! WITH
A LITTLE PM,
YOU'LL SOON
BE BACK TO
MAKING THE
BEST SHOES
IN TOWN.

I CAN'T WAIT TO GET
STARTED. THANK You
FOR SHOWING US THE
IMPORTANCE OF PM!

WITH THE SUN JUST COMING UP,
THE ELVES BIP FAREWELL TO THE
SHOEMAKER AND HIS WIFE, NEVER

TO RETURN AGAIN.

THE SHOEMAKER
LEARNED HIS
LESSON WELL.

FROM THAT DAY ON, HE
TOOK THE BEST POSSIBLE
CARE OF HIS EQUIPMENT.
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| SOON, EVERYONE
WANTED SAW'S
SHOES.

a,

HE SIGNED A BIG [
GOVERNMENT
CONTRACT TO

PROVIDE BOOTS

TO THE U.&.

ARMY. m.r
COLY WEATHER
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EVENTUALLY, SAM AND
MARTHA BECAME WEALTHY
ENOUGH TO RETIRE TO A
SCENIC LITTLE ISLAND IN
THE CARRIBEAN.

SAM BECAME KNOWN
LOCALLY AS THE MAN
WITH THE BEST-MAPE
PAIR OF FLIP-FLOPS
ON THE ISLAND.

PS 652

THE MORAL OF
THE STORYZ

WE HAVE THE
WORLD'S BEST
EQUIPMENT...
TAKE CARE
OF /7!




