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The newer slew-to-cue Avengers can lose their bearings when they operate for long 
periods in one spot, which they often are required to do nowadays.
 The Avenger’s north reference drifts sometimes. As a result, what the system 
thinks is north isn’t. That could spell trouble when the Avenger is trying to knock 
down enemy aircraft.

• With the fire unit stationary, run the North Reference 
Alignment. Record the heading as _ _ _ 001. (Put the 
actual heading in the blank—062 for example.)
• Wait two hours.
• Run North Reference Alignment again. Record the 
heading as _ _ _ 002.
• If there is a difference of more than one degree 
between headings 1 and 2, tell your repairman. The 
inertial reference unit probably needs to be replaced.

Avenger Missile System…

Check Your Bearings

to help the system 
keep its bearings, 

the following check 
is being added as 

steps 9-12 in step b 
in para 2-37 in  

tm 9-1425-1433-10…

when your avenger 
stays in one spot, do 
this check at least 
every 12 hours to 
make sure it’s not 

losing its bearings.

honest, I 
think north is 

that way.

uh-oh, I think 
you’ve lost your 
bearings. you may 
need a new Iru.


