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Finding Needles in the
PS Magazine Haystack

A major 
feature of 
the search 

tool is 
its clean 
design. 

The search 
page is 
shown in 

the figure 
below.

We added our 
search tool

to the website 
in Aug 06.

The search tool 
allows readers 

to search 
for words, 

nomenclature, 
NSNs, TM 

and model 
numbers... 

virtually any 
term printed 
in the magazine.

All the PS PDF 
files from 2000 

forward are 
searchable.

We purposely didn’t include 
issues prior to 2000 because 
that info isn’t as up-to-date.

Helpful Hints not 
only provides the 
hints found in this 

article, but a short
PowerPoint presen-
tation also walks 
you through the 
search tool’s

features.

Use Helpful Hints. They 
are short and concise

By default, the search tool searches 
issues from 2000 to the present

We recommend you begin searches with 
as few terms as possible. Try “HMMWV”

I’ve been 
added to the 
PS Magazine 
homepage!

Here’s how it works.
go to our website:

https://www.logsa.army.mil/
psmag/psonline.html

Now we can 
help you 

find what’s 
needling 

you. Our new 
search tool is 
easy to use!

But many 
soldiers 

told 
us they 

wanted a 
tool for 
searching 
all that 

info.

PS Magazine 
is packed with 
info! That has 
always been 
our strength

We suggest 
you use the 

default 
setting of 
Articles.

this is age
discrimination!
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The Results Page These
helpful 
hints will 
improve 

your 
searches.

However, there are 
always times when you 
can’t recall the whole 

NSN or TM number.

in that case, our 
wild cards may 

come in handy.

we hope 
you’ll use 
our search 

tool…
we do!

The results page restates 
your search criteria and 

tells you how many results 
were found. Results are 

displayed in groups of ten.

if you click 
on ALL you 
can scroll 
through all 
the results.

The most current 
articles are listed 

first, and title 
lines are linked to 

their articles. 

The Summary is text
lifted from the article. 

if the search term is 
found in the summary, it 

will be highlighted.

if you want to 
conduct a new 

search, the 
Search Again 

button is available 
at the top and 
bottom of the 
results list.

The PS Magazine webpage is 
located on the LOGSA website:
https://www.logsa.army.mil/

psmag/pshome.html

Wild Cards
The asterisk (*) replaces any character(s) before or after the search term.
• If you know the first part of a search term, use a trailing asterisk. 5940-01-517* will 
return pages with NSN 5940-01-517-7731, for example.
• If you know only the last four numbers in an NSN, use the (*) before it. *7731 will find 
pages with NSN 5940-01-517-7731, for example.
• If you know only the middle part of a search term, use an (*) before and after: *517* will 
return NSN 5940-01-517-7731, for example.
• The question mark (?) matches any character in a specific position. 09?04?2006 will find 
articles with 09-04-2006 or 09/04/2006, for example.
• The asterisk (*) and question mark (?) wild cards can be used together. TM 9?2320?387* 
will find articles with TM 9-2320-387-10, for example.

HELPFUL HINTS
• Conduct searches using as few terms as possible to get broad results. 
HMMWV is better than high mobility multi-purpose wheeled vehicle.
• Using more search terms will produce fewer, but more specific results. 
A search for HMMWV alternator will find articles about alternators on 
HMMWVs.
• Place multiple search terms in quotes to find only those articles 
that contain all of the search terms in the specified order. “recovery 
vehicle” = 64 items vs recovery vehicle = 74 items.
• If the desired info is not found, try using fewer or related search 
terms.
• For model numbers, a search for the basic form may give you better 
results. If looking for the thermal sight, AN/PAS-13(V)3, use AN/PAS-13 
or  AN/PAS-13*.
• The tool searches for terms at the beginning of a word. “drive“ 
returns drive, drives, driver, driven, driving, driveshaft; but it may also 
find screwdriver.
• Searches aRe not CAse senSitive.
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