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THE POiNT of 

PM

“For want of a nail
  the shoe was lost.
For want of a shoe
  the horse was lost.
For want of a horse
  the rider was lost.
For want of a rider
  the battle was lost.
For want of a battle
  the kingdom was lost.
And all for the want
  of a horseshoe nail.”
         John Gower, 1390

For 55 years, 
PS Magazine 
has preached 
the gospel 

of preventive 
maintenance.  

We have
shouted it from 
the mountain-

tops…

…and 
whispered 
it from the 

valleys.

But a poem
written more 

than 600 years 
ago still says it 
best. PM is the 
nail that holds 

the shoe.              

And you, the 
soldier who 
maintains the 
equipment, 

are the 
holder of 
that nail.

in that time, 
Connie, Bonnie 

and I have told 
the PM story in 
almost every 

way imaginable.  
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You can 
drive it home 
sturdy and 
strong or 

you can give a 
half-hearted 

effort.

Or 
worse, 

no 
effort 
at all.

We know you are 
just one soldier 
who often feels 
unappreciated…

…and 
wonders if the 

job you do 
really makes 
a difference.

it does! Tell them 
about Colonel 

Joshua Chamberlain 
at the Battle of 

Gettysburg during 
the American

Civil War.

it was July 2, 1863, 
the second day of 

the greatest battle 
of the Civil War.

General George G. 
Meade and his 100,000 
Union soldiers formed 
a line from the eastern 

edge of Gettysburg 
running south along 

Cemetery Ridge.

At the southern- 
most edge of that 
line was a small 

knob of land called 
Little Round Top.

Wave after wave of 
Confederate soldiers 
of the 15th Alabama 
infantry battered 
Chamberlain, the 

20th Maine and Little 
Round Top.

Holding that knob 
and anchoring the 
extreme left of 

the Union Army was 
Colonel Joshua 

Chamberlain and the 
20th Maine infantry. 

On that second day 
of battle, General 

Lee decided to attack 
both ends of the Union 

line hoping to roll 
up the flanks of his 
enemy and destroy

the Union Army. 

But Colonel 
Chamberlain had 

another idea. he would 
hold the Union extreme 

left against all 
attacks or die trying. 
anything less would 
spell disaster for

the Union Army.

Finally, with both their bodies 
and ammunition exhausted and 
with the high honor of having 

acquitted themselves well, most 
of the surviving defenders of 
that little knob prepared to 

surrender or retreat.

But not Chamberlain.

General Robert E. Lee and his 
75,000 Confederate soldiers 

formed a line from the western 
edge of Gettysburg running 
south along Seminary Ridge.

He ordered his 
soldiers to “fix 
bayonets” and 
then ordered 

them to…

charge!
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chamberlain’s 
stand took 

great courage. 

it was that charge 
that saved the day, 

and perhaps the 
entire war, for the 

Union Army.

And, it was 
this united 

country that 
twice saved 
Europe from 
despotism 
in the 20th 
Century.

Because one 
man refused 
to do less 

than his 
very best, 

this country 
stayed 
united. 

Colonel
Joshua Cham-
berlain made 

his stand–held 
the nail–at 
Little Round 

Top.

You might make your 
stand–hold the nail–
in your motor pool or 
commo shop when you 

do perfect PM.

it may not take 
great courage 

or be an historic 
stand…

…or who depends 
on his night vision 
device to get him 

safely home. 

…whose vehicle 
must travel every 
day down an Iraqi 

road…

…but your stand 
may mean life or 

death to a soldier 
whose M16 must be 
ready for firing…
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 Someone had been 
assigned the PM job to make 
sure the nail was tight and 

the shoe secured.

but Someone 
failed and the 

country he loved 
was conquered.

Someone had been 
assigned the PM job 

to make sure that nail 
was in that shoe.

Six-hundred 
years ago, a 
poet wrote, 
“For want of 
a nail…the 

kingdom was 
lost.”

 Someone had 
been assigned the 
PM job to make 
sure the right 
nail was used.
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today, 
you have 
a choice!

you can be like 
that “someone” 

or you can 
be a joshua 
chamberlain.

this is the

point of pm

you can blow 
off pm or do it 
halfway…or you 
can charge and 

save the day!


