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Smoking will be a pleasure with your M157 smoke generator if you remember 
this advice: 
 Don’t fill the fog oil tank all the 
way to the top, especially in hot 
weather. Fog oil expands and it really 
expands on a hot day. If you’ve filled 
the tank all the way to the brim, the 
fog oil will expand right out of the 
vent hole! Few things create a bigger 
mess than fog oil. Fill the fog oil tank 
no higher than 2 

1/2 inches from the 
top of the tank. 
 Easy does it with the valve body and the head. A little carelessness or too much 
muscle easily damages both. Then you have trouble building up enough pressure to 
smoke. 
 Make sure the notches on 
the valve body are aligned 
correctly with the notches in 
the head before tightening 
the bolt that holds the valve 
body in place. Otherwise, 
the petals can slide out of 
place and the valve body 
can’t seal properly.

 Don’t screw on the head as tight as possible when you install it. That bends the ring 
the head fits in and the head no longer seals well. Once you have the head hand tight, 
use your wrench to turn the head just past hand tight. Then stop. That’s tight enough.

Dear Editor, 
 If you lose the dust cover for the rear connector of the AN/PDR-77 
radiacmeter’s alpha probe, you won’t find a way to order a new one in TM 
11-6665-365-12&P. No NSN is listed for the dust cover. 
 But our research has
uncovered NSN 5999-
01-390-5643, which
brings the dust cover for
$2. Hope this helps other
units.
  Jim Flugmacher
  TACOM LAR
  Iraq

Editor’s note:
It will. Thanks.

 Do not let the M157 shut itself 
down. After shutting off the fog oil, 
let the M157 run until the temperature 
indicator gets to the red. Then shut 
down the generator. Next purge the 
fog oil using the PURGE switch. Keep 
purging until the smoke is thin and 
wispy. If you switch the engine off 
before that and don’t purge, fog oil 
is left in the chamber, which leads to 
difficult starting next time.

Smoke, Smoke,
Smoke that
Gen-er-a-tor

AN/PDR-77 Radiacmeter…

Need
a Dust 
Cover ?

NSN 5999-
01-390-5643 
brings dust 
cover

Fill tank no higher than 21/2 inches from top

Line up notches before tightening down valve body

Once head is hand tight, 
tighten just a little bit more

no, there’s 
no nsn for 
your dust 
cover in 

here.

M157 Smoke 
Generator…
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