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Crews, having trouble with your Black Hawk’s tail wheel lock pin sticking or 
locking? 
 First, troubleshoot the system like it says in WP 0071 of TM 1-1520-Black Hawk.
 Then, at your next periodic inspection, use a magnifying glass to make sure the pin 
is not bent or rusted from flying in humid environments for long periods. And, inspect 
the entire tail wheel yoke assembly to prevent problems. That prevents lockups and 
shearing of the pin if the bird is towed or taxied. 
 If your bird is going to be down for a lengthy period, follow the lubrication 
procedures in WP 1668.
 Move the locking pin up and down manually to make sure it moves freely. If the 
pin won’t move freely or actuate properly, put a drop or two of penetrating oil, NSN 
8030-01-418-9008, on the pin. 
 Enough grease on the lock pin ensures the locking or unlocking actuation of the tail 
wheel. Be patient and attentive when activating the tail wheel lock mechanism with 
the tow bar attached. The pin will bend easily. Rush, and someone will be replacing 
the lock pin.
 Also, check to make sure the nut on the locking pin assembly has the proper torque 
of 30-60 in-lbs.

 Take care of any problems you find during inspection and you won’t be seeing a 
pin malfunction on the caution advisory panel upper console in the cockpit. Lubri-
cate the tail wheel lock pin every 720 hours like the TM says.

 If oil or lube accidentally 
get on the teflon wear plate, 
clean it with cheesecloth and 
wash the plate with soap and 
water before it deteriorates. 
 You can find good inspec-
tion and maintenance info in 
TM 1-1520-Black Hawk.

UH-60 
Series… Tail Wheel Lock Pin Lockup, Lowdown

All
Aircraft… Aircraft Tire Inflation

I’ve been sitting 
here for quite a 

while. don’t you think 
it’s time to grease 
me up before you 

taxi me out?

yeah! you 
do look a 
little dry.

hold 
on, I’ll 
get the 
grease!

Grease 
lock pin 
every 720 
hours

before 
you pump up 
tires, use 

this nitrogen 
servicing 
cart. it’s 

preferred 
if the tire is 
on the bird.

if the tire is off 
the bird, use the 
approved tire 
cage, nsn 4910-

01-459-7080.

whether you use the old 
standby method or the cart, 

follow all instructions care-
fully when inflating tires.

you’ll save your 
life and the 
lives of your 
buddies, too.

keep 
reading 

and you’ll 
see how…
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 Inflating an aircraft tire, especially from high pressure 
nitrogen cylinders, is hazardous.
 There are two ways to protect yourself and your 
buddies from injury or death by exploding tires. 
 If the tire is off the aircraft, make sure it is placed in an 
approved tire cage, NSN 4910-01-459-7080.
 If the tire is installed, make sure you’re using an 
approved tire inflation setup, one which allows you to 
stand clear of the tire as it is inflated and which has a 
safety valve to prevent over-inflation. 
 The old standby is the tire inflation kit that’s authorized 
in your AVUM No. 2 tool set, NSN 6685-00-124-4336. 
The safety valve on the kit should be set to no more than 
10 to 15 psi over the maximum inflation pressure of the 
tire you are inflating. Even then, stand back a full hose 
length as stated on the inflator assembly.

 The AMCOM headshed says the “make item” tire cage plans shown in Fig. 
5-1 of TM 55-2620-200-24, Inspection, Maintenance Instructions, Storage, and 
Disposition of Aircraft Tires and Inner Tubes, does not fit the Army’s application. 
A change to the TM has been requested to identify only the stocked 
tire cage.

there are only two 
exceptions to the 
need to use the tire 

inflation kit…

don’t take 
shortcuts. 
it could be 
deadly.

• If you are using the low-pressure 
output of the standard high-pressure 
nitrogen-servicing cart, NSN 1740-
01-327-6831. This cart has a low-
pressure regulator and a fixed 175 psi 
safety valve. 
• If you are using the nitrogen 
backpack with the new low pressure 
servicing kit. It also has a low-pressure 
regulator and a 160 psi relief valve.

Cart has 
low-pressure 
regulator


