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thank you, mrs. 
hudson. that 
will be all

of
course,

sir.

I believe you 
have other  

pressing duties 
to attend to.
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so, as I was 
saying, watson… 

no one heard 
from ricoletti of 
the clubfoot or 
his horrid wife 

ever again.

quite. but 
without a 

provenance, 
I suppose we 

will never 
know much 
about the 
man who 

originally 
owned it.

smashing 
good story, 

holmes.

say… where 
on earth did 
you obtain 

this musket, 
holmes?

it looks ancient 
and yet still 

sturdy enough to 
take into battle.

ah, yes… 
the ‘brown 

bess’. it was 
delivered 
just this 
morning.

“I purchased 
it from an 

antique 
dealer in the 
west end…”

“…a man of 
flawless 

reputation.”

A wonderful piece 
of workmanship, 

wouldn’t you say, 
watson?

in that, you 
would be 
greatly 
mistaken.

how 
so?

I can tell you that 
this gun was owned 
by a fusilier in the 
king’s service 130 

years ago.

that it most likely 
was used in the 

conflict known as 
‘the seven year war’.

that he, the owner, 
was left-handed, 

five foot ten 
inches in height or 

greater…

…and that he was a 
faithful practitioner 
of what mrs. hudson’s 

american nephew 
calls ‘preventive 

maintenance.’

holmes! how could 
you possibly know 
so much about a man 
so long passed from 

the scene?

ah… I 
have it. 
this was 
all told 

to you 
by the 
antique 
dealer.

quite the 
contrary, 

watson.
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he confessed to me, 
rather sheepishly, 

that he knew nothing 
at all about the 
original owner.

of 
course!
and his 
height?

no, watson, 
it is all right 

here… in 
front of 

you… if you 
know where 

and how
to look.

then you must 
enlighten me, 

holmes. how do you 
know of his position 
and his service to 

the king?

but the fact 
that he was 

left-handed? 
or nearly six 
feet tall? 
how could 

you possibly 
know these 

things?

that is the 
easiest 

part.

that he was involved 
in the seven years war 

is indicated by the 
date of 1760 inscribed 

under the initials.

how unob-
servant of 
me. one of 
your baker 

street
irregulars 
could’ve 
deduced 

that.

look 
here, 

watson… 
at the 

hand grip 
and the 
barrel.

over many years of 
use, a right-handed 
man would leave the 

imprint of the thumb of 
his right hand here in 

the grip area…

as you can
see these faint 

impressions 
are just the 
opposite, 

thus implying 
a left-handed 

man.

see the brass plate on the buttstock? it 
is inscribed krrc. a quick visit to my box of 

clippings beginning with the letter k told me 
that this inscription could only refer to one of 
the king’s most trusted fusiliers, a member of 

george II’s king’s royal rifle corps.

…while the fingers 
of his left hand 
would have slight 
indentations here, 
on the underside 

of the stock.

this musket is 
an unusually 
long weapon.

elementary, 
watson.

observe the ramming rod through 
my glass. this one is free of 

imperfections. no, whoever owned 
this weapon was tall enough to 
maneuver it straight in and out 

every time.

it all sounds 
so simple when 
you explain it! 
but what of 

your allusion 
to ‘preventative 
maintenance’?

“preventive 
maintenance.”

again, watson, my 
glass will tell 

the tale. see how 
carefully the 

owner maintained 
this weapon?

even after all these intervening 
years, the trigger and hammer 

mechanisms remain free of rust…

a man of 
short 
stature 

would tend 
(ever so 

slightly) to 
scrape or 

bend the rod 
getting it 

down into and 
out of the 

muzzle.

see those faint 
indentations?

…evidence of 
proper oiling 

techniques 
and careful 

storage.
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the flash pan appears to be newer 
than the other parts, indicating 

that as parts wore out they were 
replaced with new ones.

preventive
maintenance…
what a simple, 

but vital concept. 
why scotland 

yard must hear 
of this!

the bandolier 
contains no 

unmended rips 
or tears.

I quickly 
ascertained that 

our unknown 
fusilier used 

only the finest 
quality powder 
available to him 

at the time.

the powder flask still held a 
residue of black powder, which I 
examined under my microscope.

but you can clearly see 
evidence of previous ones that 
were tightly stitched before 

they could enlarge.

no, there’s 
no doubt 
about it, 
watson.

the owner of this 
musket practiced 

preventive 
maintenance as if 
his life depended 
on the condition of 

his equipment.

yes, yes… come to think 
of it you are quite right! 
but how? I know you’ve 
been undercover lately 

with this ‘red-headed 
league’ matter.

when 
have you 
had time 
to do 
pm?

someone at 
the door…

and my 
violin 
has 

never 
sounded 

so 
sweet.

our plumbing 
has been 
working 
without 

stoppage.

our carriage wheels 
have been turning with 

less squeaking and 
wobbling.

and what of us… 
our consulting 
business!? can’t 
we put these 
principles to 
use as well?

apparently 
you haven’t 

noticed, 
watson, that 

lately my 
revolver has 
been firing 

with greater 
accuracy.

I’ve already 
sent 

inspector 
lestrade a 
monograph 
on pm that 
I published 
last week.
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wha-?
my word…

will that be 
all for this 
evening, mr. 

holmes?

yes, mrs. 
hudson… 
that will 
be all.


