
Editor’s note: Good idea, Mr. Stewart. Painting the number on the barrel or safety 
wiring a dog tag to the carrying handle or under the heat shield are all good ways 
to ID barrels. 
 Whatever way armorers ID barrels is up to them. The important thing is to do 
it. Barrels are headspaced to specific machine guns. If the wrong barrel is used 
with a machine gun, it can damage the weapon and injure the soldier. That’s why 
a soldier needs to have an easy way to make sure he has the right barrel.
 Order regular dog tags with NSN 8465-00-242-4804 and round dog tags with 
NSN 8050-00-473-6336.

Dear Editor, 
 Over the years PS has run several articles about the best way to mark 
barrels, such as painting the number on the barrel or safety wiring a dog tag 
with the number to the barrel’s carrying handle. 
 I have one other suggestion: 
Safety wire the tag on the 
barrel where it fits under the 
heat shield. That way the wire 
ends can’t cut a soldier’s 
hands. But when the barrel 
isn’t mounted the tag is still 
easily readable. 
 Douglas Stewart
 DOL/COMET
 Ft Lewis, WA

Safer Barrel Marking
M249, M240B Machine Guns…

Safer Barrel Marking

Safety wire tag to part of barrel 
that fits under heat shield

yowww! that 
Id tag’s wire 

poked me!

here’s a 
way to 

protect 
your hand 
from wire 

cuts.

time to hit 
the firing 

range!


