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• Never fold the soft ballistic panels and inserts to store them. That rule applies 
whether they’re inside or outside the cloth carriers. If a soft panel or insert remains 
folded long enough, a permanent crease forms. That crease won’t come out even if 
you try to lay the material flat. Layers of ballistic protective fibers start to degrade 
along the fold. Once that happens, the panel or insert starts to lose its ballistic 
protection. Also, the fold draws the fiber layers inward, decreasing the area of 
protective cover.

What’s in Store
Interceptor Body Armor…

What’s in Store
proper storage 
can prolong the 
life of your Iba. 

Here are some 
guidelines…

A place for
everything and 
everything in 

its place.

That wisdom 
holds true 

whether you’re 
getting your area 

squared away 
or storing your 

Interceptor body 
armor (IBA).

Never fold soft panels 
whether they’re inside…

…or outside the cloth carriers

Always clean 
and dry the IBA 
before storage. 

That means 
all the IBA, 
including…

…the outer tactical vest 
(OTV) and the small arms 

protective inserts (SAPI).

(The OTV includes the cloth carriers of 
the base vest’s outer shell, yoke and 
collar, throat protector, groin protector, 
and deltoid and axillary protectors.
It also includes all soft ballistic panels 
and inserts.)
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• Attach all components to the 
IBA. Put the SAPI and soft 
panels and inserts into the IBA 
pockets—just like you were 
going to wear them. That way 
you’ll know exactly where 
everything is.
• Put the IBA in a plastic bag to 
keep out dirt, dust and moisture. 
Just don’t seal the bag. It’s better 
to give the IBA some air and to 
let it “breathe” during storage.
• Store the IBA as flat as possible to keep the materials (especially the soft panels 
and inserts) from bunching.
 Another method for storage is to hang the IBA on a sturdy hanger with all SAPI 
and soft panels and inserts placed inside. Make your own garment bag by cutting a 
small hole in the bottom of a garbage bag. Then cover the IBA on the hanger. That’ll 
help keep out dust and sand.

for more information, see 
the use and care manual 
that comes with the Iba. 

the Iba has a pocket inside 
the base vest designed to 

hold the manual.

Also see chapter 25 of 
tm 10-8400-203-23,

general repair 
procedures for individual 

equipment.

Cover IBA with garbage bag 
to keep out dust and sand

Store 
IBA on 
a heavy 
hanger

Put SAPI and soft panels into IBA pockets

Storage Details


