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The small arms protective 
inserts (SAPI) that fit into 
your Interceptor body armor 
(IBA) vest will protect 
you from multiple hits by 
rounds as large as 7.62mm. 
But even though the SAPI 
are rugged, they still need 
tender loving care. 

• Never machine wash or 
dry. That causes too much 
wear and tear on the SAPI, 
not to mention the washer 
and dryer.
• Use a cloth or soft brush 
to remove loose dirt or lint 
from the surface. Never 
use a stiff-bristled brush. 
You could tear the fabric.

Cleaning

• After washing, 
rinse with clean, 
warm water until 
all suds are gone.
• Lean the inserts 
against a post or 
wall and let them 
air dry. 

Never dry them near a heater or open 
flame. That could burn the fabric.

Interceptor Body Armor…

Keep SAPI Happy Dirty, grimy inserts need a 
good cleaning, especially 
before you turn them in to 
the Central Issue Facility 

(CIF). CIF expects it.

• Wet the SAPI with 
some warm (not hot) 
water. Hand wash with 
a mild detergent and a 
cloth or soft brush.
• To clean heavy grease 
and oil, apply a mix 
of detergent and dry 
cleaning solvent directly 
on the spots and scrub 
with a soft brush.

Here’s the 
PM routine 

to keep them 
protecting 

you…

man, 
I’m 

glad I 
had my 
sapI 
on!

uhn!

that 
stung!
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• Put the inserts 
into the IBA vest 
pockets—just 
like you were 
going to wear 
them. That way 
you’ll know 
exactly where 
they are.
• Put the vest 
in a plastic bag 
to keep out 
dirt, dust and 
moisture.
• Store the vest 
as flat as possible 
to keep the 
materials from 
bunching.
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Storage
Always 
clean the 

SAPI before 
storing.

For more 
information, 

see the Use & 
Care Manual 

that comes 
with the IBA.

The vest has a 
pocket inside the 
left front panel 
designed to hold 

the manual. 

Also see Chapter 25
of TM 10-8400-203-23, 

General Repair 
Procedures for 

Individual Equipment.

he looks 
scrappy!

yep! he’s 
wearing 
his sapI!


