
26PS 644 JUL 06 27PS 644 JUL 06

M14 RiFLE iS BACK -
and ps is

ready to help!

these m14
rifles have

real 
stopping 

power. I’m 
impressed.

yeah, 
they’re 
good

all right, 
but I’m 

not sure 
how we’re 
supposed 
to take 
care of 
the m14.

we don’t 
have a 

tm, so we 
don’t have 
a guide. 

should we 
maintain 

it like the 
m16 rifle?

if you’re going to stake your 
life on your m14 rifle, you need 
to know how to take care of it!

we haven’t written 
about the m14 in 
forty years, but 
fortunately we 

have in the ps vault 
55 years worth of 
valuable pm info.

c’mon
inside

with me.

ah… 1961,
a good year 
for the m14.

sling:
worn? 
Clamps
weak?

handguard:
cracked around 

vent ports? spring 
clamps tight?

here’s what 
ps told m14 

riflemen 
back then…

but first, you need to order the 
m14’s tm 9-1005-223-10 and -20. 

they’re on the etm site at
https: //www.logsa.army.mil/etms/online.htm

now let’s look
at what problems
to check for.

buttplate:
screws loose 
or missing? 

access plate 
won’t close 
or is loose? 
spring weak 
or missing?
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front sight:
cracked, burred, loose? 
blackened? wings broken 

or bent?

flash suppressor:
loose? burred or busted 
keys? dirty? nut loose?

barrel:
bulges, 
dents, 
bends?

stock:
ferrule loose or missing? 
wood cracked (look for 

cracks between the two swivel 
rivets and the front end of 

the stock)? liner loose?

swivels:
move freely? battered or 

missing? front swivel rivets 
loose? screw for rear swivel 

loose or missing?

spindle valve:
can’t be turned or 

pushed in? Loose? pin 
broken or missing?

gas cylinder:
dented, burred, or cracked? 
Dirty? keyways burred? Lock 

cracked or loose? plug dirty, 
loose, or threads stripped?

connector assembly:
bent (including hook that 
connects to operating 
rod)? plunger bent? 
spring weak, missing? 
spring and plunger

move freely?

rear sight:
blackened? aperture, knobs 

loose? no clicking when knobs 
turned? elevation and windage 

markings not legible?

magazines:
split at seams? dented or 

bulged? spring weak?
follower bent or binds?

bolt and roller assembly: 
bolt cracked or burred? dirty? 
roller burred or doesn’t turn 

freely? firing pin bent or tip flat 
or sharply pointed? ejector 
plunger broken? eXtractor 
spring and plunger broken?

trigger and sear assembly: 
sear worn? trigger moves 

sideways? trigger guard won’t 
lock in place? magazine latch 

worn or binds?
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when you assemble the firing 
mechanism, make sure the bottom 
pointed end of the hammer—the 
cocking tang—is forward of
the inside of the cocking stud

on the trigger guard.

if it’s not, you won’t be 
able to install the firing 

mechanism right.

if you have trouble unhooking 
the locking hook on the trigger 
guard, remember that you can 

rotate the guard down and then 
remove the firing mechanism 

housing.

but don’t pull the guard down 
more than 90°. if you feel metal-
to-metal contact, stop or you’ll 

damage the housing when you 
pull it out.

operating rod:
bolt roller interferes
with bolt movement?

bent, cracked, burred?

making things easier

if you spot any 
problems other 
than cleaning 

ones, tell your 
armorer.

the only thing to use to remove 
and install the gas cylinder 
plug is the combination tool, 
nsn 4933-00-768-0211. use the 
tool to tighten the plug as 

tight as you can get it.

but never use an extension on 
the tool to screw the plug 

tighter. hand-tight is good 
enough. the threads on the 

plug and cylinder are fine and 
can be easiily stripped.

do not try 
to tighten 
the rivets 

in the stock 
that hold 
the swivel.

do not hold onto the handguard 
while you tighten or loosen the
gas cylinder plug. that damages 

the handguard.

install the hammer spring housing 
so the cutaway part faces the 

safety. the housing is open that 
way so the safety will work.

to prevent the wooden stock 
from drying out and splintering, 
rub raw linseed oil, nsn 8010-00-
221-0611, on it at least monthly.

never put 
stuff like clp 

on wood. 

the right way is to hold onto the 
barrel and gas cylinder. if the 

barrel’s too hot to touch, stick a 
screwdriver between the barrel and 

cylinder for leverage.

direct support 
has the right tool 
to do that job. if 
you use the wrong 
tool, you ruin the 

rivets.

be careful to 
avoid cross-
threading.

tang 
and 
stud

cutaway

that hurts 
wood and 
certainly 
doesn’t 

preserve it.
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if the 
extractor 

keeps jumping 
out of the 
bolt, the 
extractor 

shaft, spring 
and plunger 
are probably 
worn out. they 

should be 
replaced.

and I guess 
that’s enough info 

to get you m14 
riflemen started 
on the pm road.

the only thing to use to clean 
the gas piston, gas cylinder 

bore and gas cylinder plug is 
bore cleaner, nsn 6850-00-224-

6656. soak the piston and plug in 
bore cleaner and then wipe them 
with patches or a clean cloth 

soaked with bore cleaner. clean 
the gas cylinder with patches 
soaked with bore cleaner.   

never use an abrasive like crocus 
cloth. abrasives can ruin something 

like the piston. it’s normal for 
the gas system parts to discolor 

after repeated firings.

don’t try to shine them up. it is
OK to clean the gas cylinder plug 
and inside the piston with the bore 

brush and bore cleaner.

give the flash suppressor and 
front sight a couple of shakes. 
if either moves, your armorer 

needs to know about it.

if the bolt doesn’t stay locked 
to the rear after the last round 
is shot, check the follower in the 
magazine. it should be catching the 
bolt lock to keep the bolt back.

Because the parts of the 
gas system are made of 

corrosion-resisting steel, 
they aren’t going to rust. so 
assemble the gas system dry.

quick checks

that about covers 
the essentials for 

this rifle.

only the outside of 
the gas system gets 
a slight coat of oil. 

lube inside 
the tube with a 
patch and your 
cleaning rod.

two places you do want to 
lube are the inside of the 

operating rod tube and the 
spring and the plunger for 
the connector assembly.

if you put
oil on the 

inside of the 
cylinder, on 
the piston, 
or on the 

plug threads, 
you’ll get a faster 

build up of carbon, which 
makes cleaning next time

that much harder.
assemble dry

gas pistongas cylinder

f
o
l
l
o
w
e
r

644.32-33.indd   1-2 5/30/06   7:08:42 PM



PS 644 34

time for 
me to 

get back 
to the 
motor 
pool.

uh-oh! 
it’s 

1705!

HEY!
is any-

body out 
there!?

could one of you 
give connie or 
bonnie a call?

tell them 
I’m locked in 
the vault… 

again!

editor’s note:
thanks to kurley dorthard 

of the small arms section of 
defense distribution depot at 
anniston, al, for help with the 

pictures for this article.

you’ve 
gotta be 
kidding 

me…


