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Dear Editor,
 We’ve discovered in highly humid areas–like here in Louisiana–mildew can 
attack your M40- and M42-series masks. Even if you clean your mask 
like it says in the -10 TMs and let it completely air dry before you store it, 
sometimes mildew forms inside the facepiece, particularly around the drink 
tube coupling. And the PMCS doesn’t really talk about checking for mildew. 
 So in humid weather we suggest soldiers check the inside of the facepiece 
for white mildew spots before they go to the field. You don’t want to be 
wearing a mask that has mildew–it won’t smell good and it’s not healthy. 
 Rub out any mildew spots with 
your mask’s brush, NSN 7920-
00-205-0565, and a solution 
of water and the detergent 
used with the mask. Your NBC 
NCO should have a gallon of the 
detergent, NSN 8520-00-228-
0598. Wipe the mask clean with 
a cheesecloth dipped in water and 
then wipe it dry with cheesecloth. 
Let it air dry if possible.
 If humidity is a constant problem at your post, consider getting a 
dehumidifier for the NBC room. Buy one locally or get one for around $150 
with NSN 4440-00-566-0616.
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Editor’s note: Excellent 
idea! Soldiers don’t want to 
smell and inhale mildew.
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this mask is 
like a dog with 

no nose!

whadaya 
mean?

it smells 
terrible!


