
48PS 642 MAY 06

the care 
label on the 
ACU says the 
same thing.

But
nowhere— 

not even in the 
care manual—
does it say 
which deter-
gents contain 
brighteners 
and which 

don’t.

Bold powder
Cheer liquid
Cheer powder
ALL powder
Surf powder
Woolite

the army has deter-
mined that Any version 

of the following deter-
gents is safe to use…

Prefer using a store 
brand or generic 

brand of detergent? 
Look for a state-

ment on the packaging 
that says “Compare to 

[brand name].”

Optical brighteners 
are out because they 

wear down the 
protection built into 
your ACUs and accel-
erate fading of the 
camouflage pattern.

Remember 
to turn the 
ACU’s jacket 
and trousers 

inside out 
before you 
wash them.

Match that brand name 
to the list above. that 
way you’ll be sure the 

detergent’s safe to use 
with the ACU.

in a story about the 
army combat uniform 

(ACU) in PS 637, we 
advised you to wash 

the ACU in a mild 
detergent that does 

not have optical
brighteners.

we’ve cor-
rected that 
oversight.

that prolongs the life 
of the hook-and-pile 
fasteners and keeps 

them from catching on 
other items.


