M249 Machine Gun...
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THANKS FOR CHECKING MY
CHAMBER FOR LIVE ROUNDS,
BUT DON'T FORGET MY
MAGAZINE WELL, TOO!

Dear Editor,

Every good M2H9 gunner knows at the end of firing you need to check if
a round is left in the M249's chamber to prevent an accidental firing. To do
that, you lock the bolt back, put the M249 on SAFE, raise the feed cover
and eyeball the chamber.

We suggest one other check. We had an actual case at Ft Polk of a round
being accidentally left in the magazine well. So it's a good idea after you've
checked the chamber to open the feed tray cover and feel in the magazine well
for a round. Better safe than sorry!

Martin Weaver Editor’s reply:
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