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M2 Machine Gun…

Assembling buf fer Body with Extra Slot
More than 800 barrel 

buffer body assemblies 
for the M2 machine gun 
have been fielded that 

have a slot on both 
sides instead of on 

just one side.

The extra slot 
doesn’t hurt the 

operation or 
safety of the M2, 
but it does make 
it possible to 

stick the buffer 
assembly in the 

buffer body
upside-down.

if you have a buffer 
body assembly with 

an extra slot, here’s 
how to correctly 
install the buffer 

assembly…

That makes it 
impossible 

to put me back 
together.

1. Position the buffer body assembly 
so the two lock depressors are 
pointed away from you and are on 
top of the assembly.

3. Align the buffer assembly guide so 
it engages the slot on the right side 
of the buffer body. Slide the buffer 
assembly into the buffer body until the 
guide contacts the far end of the slot. 

2. Put the buffer assembly 
spring-first in the bore of 
the buffer body.

When the 
buffer
assembly is 
installed 
right, the 
hooked ends 
of its rod 
point up.
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