
15PS 642 MAY 06

Dear Editor,
 We have a couple of suggestions that will help MITAS (modified improved 
target acquisition system) crews avoid starting and unlocking problems. 
• Remember the correct starting 
procedure for the MITAS: Turn on 
the BPS (battery power supply) 
and make sure it passes the 
BIT (built-in test). Then turn on 
the main power, then the TAS 
(target acquisition system). 
Many operators forget the BPS 
because it’s not on the control 
panel, but is by the gunner’s feet. 
If you use the wrong sequence, 
you get faults that a repairman 
must clear. 
• In the desert, keep the lock 
for the rails for the TAS covered 
with a plastic bag or tape over 
the lock’s keyways. We found in 
Iraq that sand gets inside the 
keyways and jams the lock. You 
break the key trying to unlock 
it. If sand does get in the lock, 
sometimes it helps to blow it out 
with an air hose.
 SGT David Lawes
 SPC Gerald Morton
 296th MSB
 Ft Lewis, WA 

Stop Starting and... 
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Editor’s note: I think you’ve found the keys to these 
MITAS problems.  Thanks for sharing them with us.
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