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H-350
 The H-350 handset, NSN 5965-
01-128-3944, was made for the 
Air Force and has a six-pin con-
nector with a part number of SI-
329/U or AP-116. The H-350 has 
a wider microphone frequency re-
sponse range than the H-250. The 
H-350 is now the standard handset 
for tactical field telephone sets.
 The sixth pin on the H-350 is 
often called Pin F. Pin F is “hot” 
and gives the H-350 full-duplex 
operation over telephone circuits.

H-250
 The H-250, NSN 5935-
00-043-3463, has a five-
pin metallic connector 
plug, U-229A/U, NSN 
5935-00-992-2035. Other 
plugs are obsolete. The 
H-250 is wired differently 
than the H-350 and they 
are not interchangeable. 
The H-250 is used on 
Army tactical radios only. 

Compatibility
 The fly-in-the-ointment for these two handsets is compatibility. If the piece 
of equipment you are connecting up to is set to receive 5 pins, you can use both  
the H-250 and the H-350. The sixth pin on the H-350 will do nothing—no harm, 
no foul.
 However, if you hook up a five-pin 
connector to a six-pin receptacle, you 
will lose either a ground or duplex 
capabilities depending upon the piece 
of equipment. 
 Finally, do not hook the  
H-350 six-pin connector up to a six-
pin receptacle when that sixth pin is 
expecting a ground and instead getting 
a “hot” pin. This will cause static and 
feedback over your handset.

we’re 
here 
to do 
just 
that!

H-250, H-350 
Handsets… It Can Be Confusin’

When you hold 
an H-250 or 

H-350 handset 
chances are 

good you’re not 
confused about 
what to do or 
how to do it. 

it’s the other 
end of the 
handset…

…the end with 
the cable con-
nection, where 
things get a 

little crazy!

Some of the 
connectors 

have five pins 
and some have 

six. 

Some of the 
pins protrude 

a bit while 
others are 

almost flat to 
their surface.

Some of the pin 
surfaces are 
light blue 

while others are 
dark blue.

And some of 
the connectors 

are black, 
while others 

are metallic. 

it’s enough 
to make any 

communicator 
grab his head 
and shout—

STOP THE
MADNESS!

I’m a six-pin 
connector…
and I’m hot!

I’m 5-pin. and 
I’m not inter-
changeable!

I-I’m losing 
ground. what’s 

happening!?

you’re a five-
pin connector 
in a six-pin 
receptacle.
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