.. Read Up on Desert Magazme PM

N
LH-OH. Y MAGAZINE
HAS JAMMEL AGAIN.
YOU SHOULDN'T HAVE

USED CLP TO CLEAN IT!

LUCKILY; T KNOW
ANOTHER
MAGAZINE THAT
CAN HELP US ouT!

Dear Half-Mast,

We are having a real problem with the M9 pistol magazines not
feeding right in the desert. If you load them with more than five rounds,
they jam. Any suggestions?

LT D.T.

Dear Lieutenant D.T.,
Sure. Part of the
problem may be that you
have older magazines
that  have  excessive
phosphate coating inside
the magazine tube. This
can cause jamming. The
solution is to use a metal
bore or chamber brush to
remove the finish. Then
coat the magazine inside
and out, along with the
spring and follower, with
solid film lubricant. Do
this with any magazine
not marked “May 04”.

Clean off phosphate
coating with bore
brush

Clean magazine, follower, spring
and ammo with brush and rag

IT AL&O
HELPS TO
KEEP SPARE
MAGAZINES IN
A ZIPLOC BAG
THAT SEALS
OUT SAND.

Magazines the Army purchased after May 04
don’t have the phosphate coating, so that’s no longer
a problem (it usually says “May 04" on these newer
magazines). You can order these magazines with
NSN 1005-01-204-4376.

But much of preventing magazine problems boils
down to basic PM. Take apart all magazines that
have been exposed to sand during a mission and
clean them thoroughly with a toothbrush and rag,
including the ammo itself. But don’t use CLP or any

other lube. They attract sand. #
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— ear Half-Mast,
= When you're firing blanks
. - with the M24O machine gun,
= - what is the best setting
L — =7 - for the gas regulator?
SSG M.B.
Dear Sergeant M.B.,
Good question. WP 0008 00-1 in TM 9-1005-313-10 used v}

to say to switch to #2 setting if blanks are producing so much
carbon that it’s slowing down the M240. But that’s been
changed in the new change to the TM to fire only on the #1
setting. If the gun slows down from too much carbon, you
should stop and clean the weapon. #2 should be used only in
combat emergencies with live ammo. The best way to prevent
blank problems is to properly clean and lube your M240.

Eventually, the M240B version will _”,/
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use only a single port gas plug.
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