
43PS 640 MAR 06

Over the last couple of years, many lithium batteries have been replaced by newer 
ones or gone though a change of designation, unit of issue or NSN. So purge that list 
of important battery NSNs you have in a green notebook in your pocket and bring 
it up to date.
 Here’s what they were and what they are now. (All new NSNs are managed by 
Defense Supply Center, Richmond, S9G.)

Type

BA-1372
BA-5112
BA-5557
BA-5567
BA-1567
BA-5588
BA-5590
BA-5598
BA-5599
BA-5600
BA-5800
BA-1568
BA-1574

NSN

6135-00-801-3493
6135-01-235-4168
6135-01-088-2707
6135-01-090-5365
6135-01-485-7402
6135-01-088-2708 
6135-01-036-3495
6135-01-034-2239
6135-01-069-8575
6135-01-168-2944 
6665-99-760-9742  
6135-00-838-0706 
6135-00-073-8939 

U/I

PG
EA
EA
PG
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA

Old

 Battery BA-5347, NSN 6135-01-455-7946, has not changed. Neither has 
BA-5390/U, NSN 6135-01-501-0833, nor BA-5093, NSN 6135-01-216-9771.

Type

BA-5372
BA-5112A
BA-5557A
BA-5567A
BA-5567A
BA-5588A
BA-5590B
BA-5598A
BA-5599A
BA-5600A
BA-5800A
BA-5368
BA-5374

NSN

6135-01-214-6441
6135-01-439-6229
6135-01-448-4680
6135-01-447-5082
6135-01-447-5082
6135-01-447-5083
6135-01-438-9450
6135-01-447-5081
6135-01-447-4001
6135-01-441-0402
6135-01-440-7774
6135-01-455-7947
6135-01-455-9646

U/I

PG (10 EA)
PG (4 EA)
PG (4 EA)
PG (12 EA)
PG (12 EA)
PG (5 EA)
PG (4 EA)
PG (4 EA)
PG (4 EA)
PG (8 EA)
PG (8 EA)
PG (10 EA)
PG (10 EA)

New

Lithium 
Batteries…

here’s what 
you need to 
know about 
ordering 
lithium 

batteries!

Once you get lithium 
batteries on your 

shelf and in use, you 
need to handle them 
in a very specific 

way.

because these 
batteries contain 
either poisonous 
sulfur dioxide 

gas or flammable 
ethers. that’s why.

These batteries 
must not be 

abused in any way. 
you don’t want to 
rupture them!

why’s 
that? oh.

once you’ve 
ordered your 

batteries, 
that’s only 

the beginning.

‘cause then 
you have to 
handle ‘em.
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• If there is more than one prime power lithium battery in the equipment, and you 
find a bad one, replace all of them. Use batteries from the same manufacturer and 
with the same date code, if possible. Mixing batteries can lead to violent venting.
• When you aren’t planning to use your equipment for 30 days or longer, take out 
the batteries to prevent battery corrosion damage.
• Never smoke or use an open flame 
in a battery storage area.

• Never use a Halon fire extinguisher 
on a lithium battery fire. In the event of a 
lithium fire, evacuate the area immediately 
and call for trained firefighters. 

• Keep batteries in their original packaging until you’re ready 
to use them.
• During operation, if the battery compartment is hot to the 
touch, hisses, makes a burping sound, or if you smell sulfur, 
turn off the equipment and let it cool for at least an hour. Keep 
everyone away from the area.

• Never short-circuit, crush, puncture or incinerate batteries.
• Never use batteries that are swollen, or that won’t fit easily 
into the battery compartment.

• Never use batteries 
if there is liquid in the 
plastic storage wrap or if 
they’ve bulged or burst.
• Never attempt to 
charge a primary lithium-
sulfur dioxide battery.
• If you suspect bad 
batteries, try substituting 
good ones. If any defects 
are found, report these 
through normal channels. 45PS 640 MAR 06

• Never store batteries near heat, flame 
or other hazardous materials.

• If the battery has a complete discharge device 
(CDD), have the person designated to discharge 
the battery before turn-in or disposal do his stuff.
• Have personal protection equipment on hand 
and use it when handling batteries that are leaking, 
bulging, swelling or deformed. Never handle hot 
batteries. 
• NSN 4240-00-542-2048 will get you a face 
shield. Get a full body apron with NSN 8415-00-
082-6108.

Here’s how 
to handle 

them
properly…

There’s only 
one officially 

approved 
method of 

cleaning your 
tank’s cannon 

tube. 

whoah!
that’s hot!!

what’s wrong?

I’m 
burning 
up! let 
me cool 
down 
first!

hey, 
put 
that 

out! in 
fact, 

take it 
outta 
here, 

buddy!

huh?
wait! don’t do 

that! call for 
help!!

aww… 
why’d they 

go and 
leave us in 
such a hot 

place?

there’s
liquid in 

here, too!

we 
can’t 
swim!

use us for 
protection!

whataya mean, 
“no”!? just cause 

I’m a little
swollen… I can 

still fit! 

see!

640.44-45color.indd   1-2 1/28/06   6:08:29 PM



 Discharging 
 If you’re the designated battery discharge person and it’s your job to activate 
CDDs, here’s what you need to do:
• Discharge the batteries in a secure, well-ventilated area away from people and 
hazardous material.
• Set discharging batteries at least two inches apart on all sides.
• Let the batteries sit a minimum of five days for complete discharge. 
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 At the end of a normal, complete discharge cycle, the amount of lithium remaining 
in the battery will be small enough to let you dispose of the battery as non-hazardous 
waste. Even so, some places may require special procedures. Check with your 
local environmental office for any federal, state and local requirements on battery 
disposal.
 Using these are two pubs will help you to handle batteries safely:
• SB 11-6, Primary Battery Supply and Management Data
• TB 43-0134, Battery Disposition and Disposal

yow!

{phew!}

I’ve got 
all these 
batteries 

that I need 
to discharge. 

what now?

you’re 
in luck. 
read 
on…

remember that 
discharging 

batteries may 
be hot.

the heat could 
even deform the 

battery case.

that’s 
normal.

But, if you hear 
a hissing

sound or smell 
a strong,

pungent odor, 
clear the area 

immediately 
until the odor 
has gone and 

the hissing has 
stopped.

This is a
battery
venting 
and you 

must 
dispose of 

vented
batteries as 
hazardous 

waste.

what!?


