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The Woes 
of Sand 

and Water 
Mixed

 That’s why pre-flight inspections in the desert are doubly 
important before washing your bird. Get all the sand out 
first by using a brush or vacuum, then wash. Here’s why:
 A sand and water mixture turns to a mud-like substance 
that hardens when it dries. 
 Say you fail to 
vacuum or brush 
out settled sand at 
the bottom of the 
vaneaxial oil cooler 
fan. Then you wash 
the bird.  
 You could face a 
fan imbalance in the 
drive shaft, which 
leads to bearing 
failure or worse.
 So wash your bird only after you’ve removed all hidden 
sand from small places.

In sandy environments, get 
the sand out before washing
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Sand! if it’s not 
in one place, 

it’s in another.

PRC-90 Radio Test Set
 Having problems finding a test set for the AN/PRC-90 radio? You need the TS-24B test set. 
It’s covered by TM 11-6625-3203-12, Operator’s Aviation Unit and Intermediate Maintenance 
Manual for Radio Test Set TS-24B (NSN 6625-01-128-8588). The TM is included on EM 0181.

Mechanics, you 
know every nook 

and cranny of 
your Black Hawk 

is a resting place 
for sand.

whoa! don’t go 
yet! when you finish 
looking for sand in 
my nose, go top side 
and check for sand 

in my fan.

I gotcha
covered! 
I’m gonna 
check for 

sand every-
where!!


